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Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 12th March 2013 at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Peter Blanthorn (Chairman); Stella Zweck ; Lois Philipps; Jeremy Gayer and Mike Lockhart.     

The Chairman welcomed all present. 

1. Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from: Nigel Titchen; Kester Shelton and Will Parton 

2. Declaration of Interest:
None

3. Wiltshire Police Report:
The Police Report, Attachment 1, was noted. PCSO Melissa Camilleri emphasised the importance of simple precautions such as keeping doors and windows locked. In  neighbouring parishes there had been a spate of opportunistic burglaries in occupied houses. Also there had been thefts of domestic fuel. PCSO Camilleri recommended contacting tank suppliers for security advice.
Hare coursing remained a priority in both Berkshire and Wiltshire. Suspicious activity should be reported to the police immediately. 
.
4. Wiltshire Council Report:
In the absence of Clr Wheeler on holiday there was no report. The Chairman reported that he had heard from Clr Wheeler that Council Tax attributable to Wilts Council, the Fire and the Police services would not increase this year  

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting:
It was proposed by Lois Philipps, seconded by Mike Lockhart and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2013 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign them. 

6. Matters Arising:
Electricity Supply to Village Green: It was reported that a quote of £4300 had been received from Scottish and Southern to provide a supply point on the Village Green. This excluded any digging, crossing or trenching. It was agreed that this was not cost effective given the limited number of times it would be used and the possible alternatives. It was agreed that the Shalbourne Club should be requested to explore all alternatives for next year’s Christmas tree. It was noted that there may be additional expense involved which would fall to the Parish Council.  

7. Finance:
7.1. Payments
It was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Jeremy Gayer and agreed that the following payments and transfers should be made:
Courtstall Services Ltd  2 payments		£13200.00
					and 		£  6600.00
	Chairman’s Expenses				£      38.88
					Total		£19838.88
	
Transfer from Reserve to Current Account		£  2200.00
					and 		£  1600.00
Credit transfer from Wiltshire Council   (106 funding)	£11000.00
Pewsey Area Board Grant for Tennis Court		£  5000.00
					Total		£19800.00

Bank Account balance after the above transactions -
		Reserve Account	 £ 4535.03
		Current Account	£      28.85
         		Total		 		£ 4563.88

A further £500.00 is due to be credited from 106 funding  but has not yet been received.



7.2. Precept
It was noted that Wiltshire Council had approved the village precept of £3000

7.3. Grant Requests
7.3.1. May Day Fair: It was proposed by Peter Blanthorn, seconded by Stella Zweck and agreed that a grant of £180 should be made to the organisers of the May Day Fair to cover part of the cost of hiring the Hungerford Town Band.
7.3.2.  Churchyard: The Parochial Church Council (PCC) had requested a grant of £700 to cover 50% of the costs of the maintenance of the Churchyard. It was agreed that the Churchyard was a Parish amenity of benefit to the whole village and in principle the grant was supported. However before a vote, it  was agreed that the PCC should be asked to provide details of the tender process for the work, the company currently undertaking it and to discuss with the Parish Council whether this work could be combined with tending the village greens and play area to give a lower overall cost.     
 
8.  Children’s Play Area:
The Chairman of the Shalbourne Club reported on discussions he had held with the parents of users of the play area about additional equipment needed. The main need was for chairs and tables. Following that there was a feeling that a zip wire would be used by the older children. There had been some concern that the zip wire might be a hazard for younger children. There was also a feeling that there should be an area set aside for smaller children. It was agreed that the Shalbourne Club would obtain costings for tables and chairs and Peter Blanthorn would update the quotation on the zip wire.
It was noted that Peter Blanthorn had organised repair of the pole in the Play Area.  
  
  
9. Committee Reports:
9.1. Planning.
It was noted that application E/2013/0215/FUL had been approved by e-mail, no objections having been received.  Applications E/2013/0146/FUL and E/2013/0147/LBC had been considered before this meeting and there were no objections.

9.2. Rights of Way.
Dog fouling signs for the path between the school and church were to be provided by Wiltshire Council. They were awaited.

9.3. Highways and Surface Water.
The flooding on the road to Stype had been alleviated by water jetting although this had taken some six weeks. There may be a displaced joint in the culvert, this was to be investigated by Wiltshire.
A meeting with all interested parties had been held about the Lynch. It was now accepted that the Lynch was the responsibility of Wiltshire Council thanks in part to a helpful intervention by Michael Ancram. 
The potholes in Kingston Road had been repaired, action on those in Rivar Road was awaited.  

9.4. Local Transport.
A new train timetable would be in operation from the end of March. There would be serious disruptions over Easter to trains to and through Reading.  

9.5. Neighbourhood Watch.
Nothing to report.

9.6. Environmental Matters
It was noted that the signs around the Ropewind development were still in place. This was out of keeping with the village. Although the signs were supposed to be temporary the developer appeared reluctant to remove them until the last house was sold despite the fact that suburban signage was unlikely to aid a sales effort. It was agreed that the Parish Council would write again to Wiltshire Planning Enforcement to try and have them removed.
It was reported that the North Wessex AONB website would have new maps of the area showing footpaths etc.

9.7. Education.
The village school was currently undergoing an Ofsted inspection. There are now 42 children enrolled. 

9.8. Shalbourne Club.
It was reported that the Shalbourne Club would be organising a 1940’s themed event for the weekend after the May Day fair. There were also plans for a dog show and craft fair on the 10th August. 
The emphasis with respect to the pavilion was now on refurbishment. Initially the work would be on the storage areas at the back of the pavilion. This was starting this weekend with a working group clearing out the areas – volunteers welcome! 

10. Correspondence
Noted

11. Any Other Business:
11.1. Telephone Box: BT had been informed that:
a) The telephone box was not required by the village and was considered an eyesore;
b) A notice requesting any objections to its removal  had been in the box for at least two years;
c) The telephone box had not been working for an indeterminate time and nobody had noticed still less cared.
Following consideration of these undisputed facts BT had .............. refurbished and reconnected the box. The Parish Council was at a loss as to how to proceed in this Alice in Wonderland situation. It was agreed that further consideration would be given to this matter.
11.2. This was the last Parish Council meeting before the elections in May. The Council expressed its thanks to the Chairman and deputy Chairman for all the work they had put in over the past three years. 


12. Next Meeting :
Parish Assembly 9th April 2013. Parish Council elections are on 2nd May.	

Meeting Closed 9.00 pm






ATTACHMENT 1
POLICE REPORT
[image: ]
Monday 11th March 2013
Crimes within the Parish since 7th January 2013;
Theft;  15th January; Theft of a Kubota (agricultural tractor) which was later found abandoned on farmland at East Grafton.
Theft;  Prior to 5th February, diesel stolen from a storage facility on the outskirts of the village.
21st February – theft of ten large metal sheets, measuring 8’ x 4’, from the recreation area in the village.
Crimes in nearby areas;
Theft of vehicles;  Stype.  Overnight to 12th January; theft of a parked and unattended Range Rover from the driveway of the owner’s home address.  There has been an increase in these thefts in Wiltshire in recent months, particularly of the old style Land Rovers. Please consider fitting improved security measures such as a tracker or immobilizer if you own such a vehicle.
Distraction burglary; Ham. On 12th January two males attended a property within the village and informed the occupant they were from the Water Board and an attempt was made to gain entry to the premises.  Suspects have been identified and arrests made following this incident.
Non-dwelling burglary; Ham. Overnight to 15th January entry was forced to a farm outbuilding and the premises were searched, nothing stolen.
Criminal damage; Ham. Between 19th-25th February a padlock was cut off from a LPG tank causing leakage.
Theft from vehicles; Wilton Windmill. At 1530 hours on 18th February – windows smashed to two parked and unattended vehicles, handbag stolen from one. 
Burglaries to canal boats; Great Bedwyn, Wootton Rivers and Milkhouse Water area. Within recent weeks we have been investigating seven incidents of forced entry to canal boats whereby searches have been made and foodstuffs consumed.  
Hare coursing; We are continuing to deal with reports of vehicles being driven off roads and byways by persons using 4x4 vehicles, with lurcher dogs who are engaged in daytime trespass in pursuit of game. These incidents are occurring predominantly in the East Grafton area although we have received reports of sightings in this area. This activity is currently a Policing Priority, for which we have an immediate response.  As a consequence of this behaviour criminal damage is being caused to farmland and the manner of driving of those involved as they exit byways through our villages is a cause for concern. We have been successful in locating a number of those involved who have been dealt with and we are working closely with our partners at Wiltshire County Council in relation to byway closures and other measures to deal with these offenders.
Please report any sightings of any suspicious persons or vehicles, via 999 if you believe a crime is in progress, otherwise please call 101. The vigilance of members of this community has recently enabled us to locate a suspicious male seen in the area. Whilst no offences were disclosed on this occasion it is important for us to identify who is active in our communities. Please also inform us if you have any doorstep callers, they do require a Pedlars Certificate if trading in this way and some are linked with deviant and criminal activity.
Stay Out Stranger; An input from our Crime Reduction Officer Amanda CLARKE.
Most people that call at your home will be genuine, but sometimes, people will turn up unannounced with the intention of distracting you and tricking their way into your home to steal money or valuables. Always be cautious when someone calls at your door. Check using your spy hole or window to see if you know the person and if you don’t – keep the door shut. It is always best to put the door chain on when first opening the door, even if you think you know the caller. An official visitor will always arrange an appointment with you and will carry out identification. If you have a caller at your door who says they are from a company such as the water, electric or gas board, council, police or other agency, do not take an identification badge at face value. Use the phone book and call the organisation they say they are from to check they are genuine. An official caller will not mind waiting whilst you do this. If you have any doubts at all do not open the door and call the police.
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators
Thank you to those of you who have been assisting with this scheme, which is of great value in developing intelligence and circulating relevant information following suspicious incidents. We have a good number of coordinators listed for this village. Please advise us if you wish to set up a new scheme or need to amend your contact details. My colleague PCSO Melissa CAMILLERI has been busy updating our records.
Contact information;
If you have any information regarding any of the above incidents or would like to speak with us please contact us via telephone 101 or email to pewseynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
Kind regards, Teresa
Pc 2460 HERBERT
Community Beat Manager Pewsey East Villages
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