Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 8th January 2013 at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Peter Blanthorn (Chairman), Stella Zweck, Nigel Titchen, Lois Philipps, Kester Shelton and Mike Lockhart.     
The Chairman welcomed all present. 

1. Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Jeremy Gayer and Will Parton 
2. Declaration of Interest:
2.1. Dispensation to allowing agreement of budget and setting of precept.

It was reported that the setting of the precept may now, following the Localism Act (2011) (the Act), be a disclosable pecuniary interest in respect of those Councillors who pay the precept. As all Councillors, or their partner, paid the precept the business of the Council could not continue unless dispensation allowing Councillors to participate in the setting of the precept were granted by the Council under Section 33 of the Act.

Requests for dispensation to discuss the budget had been received from Peter Blanthorn, Stella Zweck, Nigel Titchen, Lois Philipps, Kester Shelton and Mike Lockhart.
It was therefore RESOLVED that dispensation under Section 33 of the Act be granted to all Parish Councillors named above in respect of setting the precept where their pecuniary interest was only as payers of the precept. This dispensation is appropriate because:

(a) without the dispensation the number of persons prohibited from participating in any particular business would be so great a proportion of the body transacting the business as to impede the transaction of that business;

(b) granting the dispensation is in the interests of people living in the authority’s area.

This dispensation will lapse in 12 months or the election of a new Council whichever is the earlier.

2.2.  Other

Kester Shelton reported that as a committee member of the Shalbourne Club he would not take part in any vote concerning grants that body.  

3.  Wiltshire Police Report:
PC Herbert reported that there had been a local dwelling burglary in November and a non dwelling burglary in December. A pet had been seriously injured in Shalbourne by an air gun shot, investigations into this were continuing.

There was an increase in vehicles going off road possibly for hare coursing. PC Herbert urged anyone seeing vehicles off road should report this to the police.

The full police report is given in Attachment 1.

.

4. Wiltshire Council Report:
In the absence of Clr Wheeler on holiday there was no report. 
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting:

It was proposed by Mike Lockhart and seconded by Nigel Titchen and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2012 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign them. 
6. Matters Arising:
It was noted that Jeremy Gayer was progressing the removal of the phone box with BT and that the necessary notices had been served. An update would be given. 

7. Finance:
7.1. Payments

It was proposed by Lois Philipps and seconded by Kester Shelton and agreed that the following payments and transfers should be made:
T & J Elliman Christmas Tree
 
 £ 95.00

Village Hall Committee


 £ 52.50

Total ,£147.50

Transfer from Reserve to Current Account
          £150.00
Bank Account balance after the above transactions -





Reserve Account
£ 8334.15





Current Account
£     67.73

    




Total

 £ 8401.88

7.2. Grant Requests
7.2.1.  Churchyard: The Parochial Church Council (PCC) had pointed out to the Parish Council (PC) that , until 2010, the Parish Council had made a grant for churchyard maintenance. The PCC had also noted that the churchyard to the south of the Church was now full and would become the responsibility of the PC. It was not clear, given there were still reserved plots in the south churchyard, whether responsibility should pass to the PC. It was felt by the PC that it should not consider retrospective grants for maintenance in the churchyard. However the PC believed in principle that it was right that a grant should be given to the PCC for churchyard maintenance particularly given the difficult circumstances which the Church had gone through in the past year and it was agreed that a provision for a grant of £1000 should be included in the budget.

It was also agreed that representatives of the PC and PCC should meet to discuss details of their respective responsibilities and, on a practical basis, coordination of ground maintenance contracts.

7.2.2.  Electricity Supply to Village Green: The Shalbourne Club had reported that it was becoming increasingly difficult to get an electricity supply for the Village Green, particularly for the Christmas tree lights which this year had been battery powered. It was agreed that the ideal solution would be a mains supply. It was agreed that Kester Shelton should investigate the feasibility of this but no provision would be made in this year’s budget.

7.2.3.  Play Area Safety Inspection: It was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Nigel Titchen and agreed that the Parish Council should pay the cost of the safety inspection of the play area (£68 + VAT). This would be added to the budget.
7.3. Budget and Precept 2013/14
The Parish Council considered the proposed budget set out in Attachment 2. This was based on the estimates discussed in November together with the additional items outlined above. The total budget was £9353 although this included VAT payable on the tennis court which would be reclaimed. Allowing for this the net outgoings would be £5808 leading to a precept of £3000. This was compared to a budget last year of £4793 and estimated spend to date of £2337.  

The lower spend this year compared to budget was mostly accounted for by: lower grass cutting costs due to lower than budgeted quote for the work (£900); lower miscellaneous small grants (£500); lower audit fees(£290); play area expenditure carried over to next year (£570) and no skip hire.

The higher budget this year compared to last was due to: possible grant to churchyard (£1000); village hall maintenance costs (£500).

It was proposed by Peter Blanthorn, seconded by Stella Zweck and agreed that the budget set out in Attachment 2 should be adopted and a precept of £3000 should be levied.

8. Tennis Court and Children’s Play Area:
8.1. Tennis Court:
 It was proposed by Mike Lockhart and seconded by Peter Blanthorn and agreed that, subject to confirmation that it was within the contract, an interim payment of £13,200 should be made, £11,000 of which would be from the Section 106 funds relating to the Ropewind development. The remaining VAT amount of £2,200 to be paid from Parish Council funds, to be reclaimed from HMRC at a later date.
8.2. Play Area:
 It was noted that approximately £11,000 was still available. It was the intention to use this for the play area. Suggestions so far had included a zip wire or tables and chairs for those not in the first flush of childhood to enjoy a picnic. It was felt further consultation on these options together with the solicitation of any other ideas should take place and discussion was deferred until the next meeting. 
9. Committee Reports:

9.1. Planning.

It was noted that applications E/2012/1269/FUL and E/2012/1471/LBC had been approved by e-mail, no objections having been received. 
9.2. Rights of Way.

Attempts to get dog fouling signs from Wiltshire for the path between the church and the school had so far been unsuccessful as nobody in Wiltshire Council appeared responsible! Efforts would continue.
It was noted that fallen trees were blocking paths at the back of the village (Footpath #1) and the footpaths at the top of Rivar Road. These would be reported.
9.3. Highways and Surface Water.

Wiltshire Council had been informed that the concrete edge of the Lynch drain was in danger of collapsing and had stated that it would be repaired. Any collapse could lead to flooding.
The recent rains had brought flooding particularly around the drain near Cruck Cottage. Again this had been brought to the attention of Wilts CC with no action.
There had been flooding at Royal Oak Cottages possibly caused by the recent tree felling

9.4. Local Transport.

Various discussions were taking place on the implications of the electrification of the south west service and the need to maintain direct services from Bedwyn and Hungerford to Reading. Claire Perry and other local MP’s had met with the Ministry of Transport to persuade them that electrification should go through Wiltshire. Those that supported this were urged to write to Ms Perry to show strength of local support. The Wiltshire Council response was being coordinated by Richard Gamble. 
9.5. Neighbourhood Watch.

Kester Shelton reported that the Neighbourhood Watch were reviewing coverage in the village including bringing the Ropewind residents into the scheme.
9.6. Environmental Matters

Mike Lockhart reported that the “Ridings” signage was temporary and should be removed by the developer when no longer needed. There was no definite date on this but a reminder would be sent to Wiltshire Planning Enforcement at the end of January.

Street lights at Fairmount and Rivar Road were out. This had been reported to Wiltshire Council.
There had been a severe sewage overflow near the Green, badly affecting houses near the Plough. Thames Water had attended and would try to determine the cause. It was noted that the system had been cleaned and inspected in the summer with the plan of making this an annual event. Clearly this was not enough. It was suggested that a representative of Thames Water should be invited to attend a meeting to explain the situation.   
9.7. Education.

Nothing to report. 
9.8. Shalbourne Club.

Nothing to report other than those matters dealt with elsewhere.
10. Correspondence
10.1. Sign on Village Green for Gliding Club:
 It was agreed that the Gliding Club could put a small sign on the village green for a fee of £10 per year provided it was under the road sign and that the Gliding Club recognised that it was at risk during events on the green.
11. Any Other Business:
Peter Blanthorn reported that Wiltshire Council had been advised of the damaged climbing pole at the Play Area and a meeting had been arranged with a representative from Eibe to examine the damage and arrange repair or replacement.
12. Next Meeting :
Tuesday 12th March 2013. 

Meeting Closed 9.30 pm
ATTACHMENT 1
Police Report
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7th January 2013

Crimes within the Parish since November 2012

Dwelling burglary; overnight to 9th November – theft of a fridge freezer and an air cooling unit from a new build property.

Non dwelling burglary; 7th December – heavy chain stolen from a garden shed. 

Criminal damage; 3rd January 2013 – a cat has been shot with an air gun. This has caused it to suffer serious injuries.  Police enquiries are continuing.

Crimes in nearby areas; 
Theft from motor vehicles; 18th November – theft of a bag from a parked and unattended vehicle at Wilton Windmill.

Non dwelling burglaries; 29TH November – Little Bedwyn - garage door forced open and a motocross bike stolen.

13th December – Buttermere – door forced to outbuilding, nothing believed stolen

28th December – Great Bedwyn – burglary to the social club, cash stolen

Dwelling burglary; 30th November - Great Bedwyn – entry via rear double glazed door, jewellery stolen

Theft; 21st December – Great Bedwyn – theft of an IPOD

Criminal Damage;– 14th December – Burbage - damage caused to security lighting and fencing at a farm

31st December – Burbage – offside of parked and unattended vehicle ‘keyed’

5th January – Burbage - rear windscreen to a parked and unattended vehicle smashed 

Hare Coursing; We have seen an increase in the number of vehicles being driven off road, on farmland and committing offences including daytime trespass in pursuit of game in the East Grafton area. 

If you have any information regarding the above incidents or any other Police related matters please contact us via telephone number 101 or via email to pewseynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Kind regards, 

Teresa

Pc 2460 HERBERT
Community Beat Manager Pewsey East. 

ATTACHMENT 2
Budget  – 2013/14
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Actual 

Previous 

meeting 

Estimate

Agreed 

Budget

2012/13

2012/13

2013/14

2013//14

Hall Hire

150

150

200

200

Telephone/Postage

10

13

10

10

Insurance

390

302

390

390

Audit Fees

350

60

100

100

Village events

300

440

500

500

Election Costs

0

0

0

0

Chairman's Expenses

100

47

100

100

Training

100

0

100

100

CPRE

30

29

30

30

WALC/NALC

180

186

200

200

Community First

40

36

40

40

Grass Cutting

1500

675

700

810

Skip Hire

200

0

0

0

Christmas Tree

85

95

100

100

Good Companions

280

336

500

500

Play Area

578

0

578

678

Tennis Court VAT can be reclaimed

0

0

3545

3545

Village Website

0

0

50

50

Village Hall refurbishment

0

0

500

500

Misc Small Grants

500

0

500

500

Contribution to PCC for Churchyard

1000

Total

4793

2369

8143

9353

2013/14

9,353

Less VAT reclaimable

3,545

       Budget less VAT

5,808

Contingencies or

 

                Working Balance

 

5,000

Total Required

10,808

Less Expected Balance

    in hand at 31 March 2012

8,000

Precept Required

2,808

2013/14  Precept requested

3,000.00

106 Agreement

Proposed 

Balance 

payment

Available

106 Agreement funds available

23780

Play Area Funds available 

578

Pewsey Area Board Grant

 

5000

Play Area equipment estimate

 

Tennis Court refurbishment payment

17720

plus VAT

29358

11638

Wiltshire Council has agreed to release up to £17500 

from the 106 money

This is to be reduced by any amount received from the Pewsey Area board.

The Parish Council will pay £3500 VAT but this can be reclaimed later.

  Shalbourne Parish Council Precept Requirement

 Budget 


