Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Annual General Meeting and Meeting

Thursday 16th May 2013 at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Mike Lockhart (Chairman), Carole Fisher, Dianah Shaw, James Stafford, Bob Walker, Stella Zweck, 

1. Introduction of the New Council
Stella Zweck on behalf of the outgoing chairman opened the meeting, welcomed all present and handed  over to Mike Lockhart.

Mike Lockhart expressed thanks to the outgoing chairman, Peter Blanthorn, and Stella Zweck for their extensive involvement with the Parish Council over the past years. 
2. Election of Chairman and Treasurer and Co-option of Councillors:

The election of Mike Lockhart as Chairman was proposed by Carole Fisher, seconded by Dianah Shaw and agreed unanimously.

The election of Carole Fisher as Vice Chairman and Treasurer was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Dianah Shaw and agreed unanimously.

It was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Dianah Shaw and agreed that the following be co-opted as councillors of Peter Blanthorn, James Stafford, Stella Zweck and Bob Walker 
Acceptance of Office and Registration of Pecuniary Interest forms were received from elected and co-opted Councillors.
3. Apologies:

Apologies for absence was received from Peter Blanthorn
4. Declaration of Interest:
None
5. Election of Committee Members

 The Council agreed that members should take on certain responsibilities. These are:

· Planning – All Councillors

· Footpaths – Dianah Shaw
· Highways and Surface Water – Mike Lockhart
· Local Transport – Peter Blanthorn

· Police Liaison and Neighbourhood Watch –the Council would liaise with Kester Shelton as Neighbourhood Watch Co - Ordinator
· Environmental – Mike Lockhart

· Shalbourne Club Liaison – James Stafford
· Education – the Council would liaise with Jenni Blake, Chairman of the Governors
· Finance – All Councillors

· Business and Enterprise – All Councillors
6. Wiltshire Police Report:
The Community Beat Officer was away on police business so there was no report. Councillor Wheeler advised the meeting that there had been a theft of a catalytic convertor from a 4x4 car in a driveway and also domestic heating oil had been siphoned off from some tanks in the parish.  The advice was to park cars as securely as possible and to fit padlocks to oil tanks and try to conceal their presence. 

7. Wiltshire Council Report:
Councillor Wheeler advised that there would be no end of year report due to the election. The Chairman congratulated Councillor Wheeler on his re-election. Councillor Wheeler confirmed that Wiltshire Council was responsible for the upkeep of  all roads including village roads
8. Minutes of the AGM 15 May 2012:
The minutes of the AGM on 15 May 2012 (as previously circulated)) were considered. It was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Carole Fisher and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.
The meeting noted the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 12 March 2013.

9. Matters Arising: 

These were dealt with in the meeting. 
10. Finance:
10.1. Payments
It was proposed by Carole Fisher and seconded by Dianah Shaw that the following bills be paid and the consequential transfers and balances noted:





Courtstall Services (Tennis Court)
£1,380.00

Grant for Mayday Fair 


£  180.00



Grass Cutting, 4 cuts


£  216.00



Community First Subscription

£   36.00 



WALC / NALC Subscription

£  196.51



Community First Insurance

£  303.79




TOTAL



£2312.30



Transfer from Reserve to Current Account

None required



Receipts-
Precept




£3000.00





Interest




£0.58


Bank Account balance after the above transactions -






Reserve Account

£4535.61  






Current Account

£   716.55   






Total



£5252.16   

Invoice to Wiltshire Council for #106 funding £1650.00, payment not yet received

10.2 Approval of Accounts and Audit Return for Year ending 31st March 2013.
The Council went through and confirmed answers to be given to the Audit Return in respect of the activities of the Council in 2012/13. The Council reviewed and approved the accounts as previously circulated and reviewed by Bob Tweddle (scrutineer). It was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Bob Walker and agreed that the audit return should be signed by the Chairman  and accounts should be signed on behalf of the Council by:
Peter Blanthorn as Responsible Officer; and 

Stella Zweck on behalf of the Council

.
10.3 Bank Mandate

The Council reviewed the bank mandate with respect to the Council's accounts with the National Westminster Bank. It was proposed by Dianah Shaw, seconded by Bob Walker and agreed that:

1. Jeremy Gayer should be removed as a signatory;

2. Carol Fisher and Michael Lockhart should become signatories.

Peter Blanthorn and Stella Zweck were authorised to sign the documentation required to effect the above changes.
11. Play Area Zip Wire and Seat/tables (106 funding):

Bob Walker presented the estimates for the seating plans in the playground
Picnic tables

£300 +VAT or £490 inc. VAT for a more sturdy option





There would also be a cost to anchor the tables down

Bench


Around £500 with anchoring

It was agreed that Mike Lockhart will check with Wiltshire Council that this is an appropriate use of 106 funds and progress the purchase and installation of the tables and benches

Zipwire


£6,600 + VAT

It was agreed that Mike Lockhart will explore the appropriateness of a zipwire, safety issues etc and a decision to go ahead will take place once these issues have been resolved. As it was hoped to install the facilities this year, it was agreed that the Council would, if necessary, take the decision by e mail without a meeting.
12. Committee Reports:

12.1. Planning.

No objections were made to: E/2013/0392/TCA; E/2013/00046/FUL (reapplication); E/2013/00048/FUL; E/2013/00054/FUL and E/2013/00067/LBC (reapplication)
12.2.  Rights of Way.

Dianah Shaw to liaise with Lois Philipps to investigate where things were left with regards to reopening the footpath from Sandy Lane
It was noted that the new footpath from the Shalbourne/Ham borders to the top of the Ridgeway had not yet been formally adopted. Councillor Wheeler to ascertain the current status at tomorrow’s meeting of the Ham Parish Council.

12.3. Highways and Surface Water.

Mike Lockhart will be the contact between the parish council and the Local Highways and Streetscene co-ordinator
There has been some discussion about whether the ditch at the Lynch was Wiltshire Council’s responsibility. Stella Zweck to obtain a copy of the letter written by Michael Ancram to Danny Everett, the highways engineer confirming Wiltshire Council’s responsibility.

All the signs for the Ridings development have now been taken down.
12.4. Local Transport.

It was noted that the bus timetable will now effectively co-ordinate with the trains’ at Great Bedwyn.
12.5. Neighbourhood Watch.

Nothing to report.

12.6. Environmental Matters

Nothing to report

12.7. Education.

The result of the Ofsted inspection of Shalbourne School was “Good with outstanding features” The school is currently thriving with more pupils arriving in September than are leaving in July.
12.8. Shalbourne Club
The Improvement of the storage area at the club was an on going project.
The Club are organising a major event to take place on 10th August to raise funds. There will be a dog show, a craft fair and the Apollo Big Band will play in the evening.
13. Correspondence

Noted
14. Any Other Business:
14.1. Dates of Future Meetings
The following dates were agreed:

Thursday 18 July 2013

Thursday 19 September 2013
Thursday 7 November 2013

Thursday 16 January 2014

Thursday 20 March 2014.

Thursday 17 April 2014 ( Parish Assembly)

All meetings at 8,00 pm except the Parish Assembly which will be at 7,30 pm.  
14.2
Mike Lockhart agreed to be the contact for  Pewsey Area Board.
Meeting Closed 8.53 pm
