Minutes of Shalbourne Annual Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 22 July 2021 at 7.30pm  

Present: Mike Lockhart (Chairman), Carole Fisher, Andy Dolan, Bob Walker, Dianah Shaw, Nicola Tait, Susan Jamieson. 


1. Introduction 
The Chairman welcomed those present.

2. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Emma Verey and Carolyn Bartholomew. 

3. Declaration of Interest
Bob Walker declared an interest in item 12.1.1 (reimbursement of cost of utility survey)

4. Formal Business
None

5. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2021 and 8 June 2021 were considered. It was proposed, seconded and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.

6. Wiltshire Council Report - Stuart Wheeler
6.1. Councilor Wheeler informed the meeting that Wiltshire Council were committed to a re-wilding of verges across the county. It will take 3 years for full repopulation of the verges with indigenous plants. It was felt by Councilor Wheeler that uncut verges helped to slow traffic in narrow country lanes.
6.2. Across the county all libraries, leisure centres and household recycling depots had all reopened without the need for appointments to attend.
6.3. Councilor Wheeler undertook to check why the Parish Steward had not been seen recently. Post meeting note – the steward turned up the following week.
6.4. The Chairman reported that the missing road sign for the Lynch would not be replaced by Wilts Council until year end and, only then, if there were sufficient funds left in the budget. The Council asked Councilor Wheeler to check out how likely this was to happen as the alternative was for the Council to buy a sign at a cost of about £160. 
6.5. It was noted that the planning application for the winery at Carvers Hill Farm has been passed. This was welcomed as the development should bring significant benefit to the area.

7. Wiltshire Police Report
There was no police report. It was noted that there was not a police report at the Pewsey Area Board meeting either

8. Matters Arising


9. Vehicles in the Village
9.1. HGV Survey
A traffic weight survey has been applied for via the CATG and will take place in the autumn. Once the results are known Dianah Shaw agreed to progress the matter with the CATG if appropriate
9.2 Speedwatch
The issue of participation in the Speedwatch scheme was raised. It was agreed that the Parish Council would support any group of villagers who would like to set up a local scheme. The Chairman agreed to cover this in the magazine.
10. Ash Die Back
It was noted that there are two forms of ash die back, one of which is less severe and does not kill the tree. It was agreed that if ash trees do need to be cut down the council would ask that a replacement tree would be planted. This would be further discussed at the next meeting.
11. Committee Reports
11.1. Planning 
11.1.1.   The Council’s responses to PL/2021/06184; PL/2021/05371; PL/2021/04140 were noted. 
11.1.2. The following applications were considered:
11.1.2.1.  PL/2021/05705: It was agreed that there would be no objection to the demolition of the old house and the new build, but concern should be expressed about site access during the construction phase, see Attachment 1;
11.1.2.2.  PL/2021/05684: Agreed no comment should be made;
11.1.2.3. PL/2021/05337: Agreed the Council should object. This was a significant development which will have an adverse impact on the AONB, see Attachment 1;
11.1.2.4.  PL/2021/05461: Agreed no comment should be made;
11.2. Rights of Way
11.2.1. It was agreed that the allocation of responsibilities for rights of way and education will be discussed at the next meeting.
11.3. Highways and Surface Water.
11.3.1. Bob Walker had met with the Area Road Engineer and the owner of Mill House following flooding at Mill House. The grit on the bridge will be removed August 3rd when the road will be closed. The Road Engineer will arrange for the drain to the west on Mill Lane to be repaired/replaced. The gullies at the Mill House will be put on the list for regular cleaning. Grips will be installed on the A338 to take off the flow of water into the fields rather than running down Mill Lane
11.3.2. There is a new pothole or depression at the Ham Road turning. The Chairman agreed to put it on MyWilts.
11.3.3. The Parish Steward’s Issue Log was agreed, Attachment 2.
11.4. Local Transport
11.4.1. Nothing to report.
11.5.  Police Liaison and Neighbourhood Watch
11.5.1. It was noted that the village had experienced a series of drunken thefts one evening last month. Hare coursing has also been a problem, mainly near Ham.
11.6. Education
11.6.1. See 11.2.1.
11.7. Environmental Matters
11.7.1. Nothing to report.
11.8. Shalbourne Club.
11.8.1. The Classic Car show will take place in a reduced form on Sunday 29th August.
11.8.2. The new swing for the play area will be installed soon

12. Finance
12.1. [bookmark: _Hlk72486535]It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the following payments be made (Bob Walker did not participate in this item):
12.1.1. To reimburse RW for survey of utilities at playground		-	£18
12.1.2. Rental for Hall							-	£35
12.2. The balances after the above, Attachment 3, were noted.
12.3. It was noted that the Council had been exempted from audit for the year 2020/21.
12.4. It was agreed that the following should be charged for signs on the Green Gliding Club - £20 pa; Brewery - £30 pa.

13. Correspondence and Any Other Business
13.1. It was agreed that the parish council would not enter any nominations for the Wiltshire Life Awards this year.
13.2. It was noted that the benches in the playground, donated by the tennis club were in a state of disrepair. It was agreed that Andy Dolan would inspect them to see if they could be mended. If not, Nicola Tait agreed to obtain a quote for their replacement
13.3. It was noted that Shalbourne Club needed new mowing equipment as the current mower had been very unreliable and expensive to repair. It was noted that they would submit a proposal for replacement of the mower and for fixing the roller at the next parish council meeting.


The meeting closed at 8.39pm. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23rd September 2021. 





ATTACHMENT 1
Responses to Planning Application

1. Doves Farm
We are pleased to see a local company expanding but this proposal has a significant visual impact considering that it is in an AONB. 
The proposal is to erect a large steel building of no architectural merit in what is now an open space in the factory complex. The Visual Impact Statement says that this will be glanced ‘fleetingly’ from the road. This may be true if travelling quickly but it will have an adverse impact on the scene in the AONB if travelling slowly or walking. It will be visible for some distance. We note the photos in the Statement are taken in summer, the buildings will be more visible in winter! In addition, the open space is currently a car park. The Plan states:
‘The extension will largely be situated across the existing staff parking area, but will extend beyond the existing developed area, east onto part of a paddock. The proposed new staff car parking area will be located further south beyond the limits of the existing developed area into the paddock. This will include a re-routed access route to the parking area.’ (Emphasis added).
It is unclear from the plans, but it appears that this is expanding the site area by stealth.
There does not appear to be a traffic assessment. We would note that concern has been expressed by local people about the potential for an accident given the limited visibility at the entrance to the factory on the A338.
We note that previous expansions have mentioned tree planting to shield the site. Looking at the site today these do not appear to be particularly effective, particularly in winter. We note and agree with the comments of the Wiltshire Council Landscape Officer that, if the scheme were to go ahead, then detailed landscaping and lighting studies are required. However, we firmly endorse their conclusion that ‘The proposed development does not conserve or enhance the landscape and scenic beauty within the AONB’ We assume that the CPRE and the AONB are consultees to this application.
In summary, we do not believe that this proposal has demonstrated that the adverse impact on the AONB is justified.’
Woodcote
We have no comment on either the demolition of the existing house or the proposed new build. We are grateful that local concerns have been taken into account.
Given that access to the site is by a narrow track running alongside other houses and that the ‘main’ road at the bottom of the track (Kingston Road) is narrow and made narrower by parked cars, we would ask that suitable conditions are imposed to:
1. Limit hours of working to the usual ones;
1. Ensure that if large lorries deliver goods and these need to be transshipped onto trucks to get up the track then this transshipment takes place somewhere where the Kingston Road is not obstructed.



ATTACHMENT 2
Issues Log
[image: ]



ATTACHMENT 3
Balances following Meeting


 

1.  Current Account
                                                                                
   Payment           Receipt    Balance 


	
	Balance after Meeting of 20 May
	
	
	23182.86

	08-Jun-21
	Swing for play area
	5144.04
	
	18038.82

	
	Balance after meeting of 8 June
	
	
	18038.82

	22-Jul-21
	Reimburse for p'grnd survey
	18
	
	18020.82

	22-Jul-21
	Hall Rental
	35
	
	17985.82

	
	Balance after meeting of 18 July
	
	
	17985.82





 

 


2.  Deposit Account
       Payment      Receipt     Balance


	28-May-21
	Interest
	
	0.02
	2583.53

	30-Jun-21
	Interest
	
	0.02
	2583.55




3. CIL Account

[bookmark: _Hlk72490265]Opening Balance							-	£5784.06
Swing for playground 							-	£4286.72
Balance								-	£1497.34	
						

4. Commitments

[bookmark: _Hlk72490318]CATG, Mill Lane turn signage			-	£156.75 
Loop at Village Hall				-	£1000, included in figures above.


5. Bank Balances

[bookmark: _Hlk72490400]Current Account at 5 Jul 21			-	£24,182.86
Deposit Account at 5 Jul 21 		 	-	£ 2583.55
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PS Comments

Hand clearing and cutting of growth 

from drainage grips and drain gully 

covers

Hand clearing of blocked drainage 

gullies, grips, culverts, pipes and pits 

(unable to jet system)

Drainage ditch by village green becoming 

overgrown Kerb in Lynch falling into drainage ditch

large puddle forms H where Six Acre 

Lane meets Annett’s Lane. Sewer 

team informed Grips on Rivar Hill to be cleaned

Area round bridge at Mill House 

to be cleared

Clearing storm debris from the roads 

and footways

Grit washed down Mill Lane to bridge at Mill 

House General debris around all drains

 

Pedestrian barriers preparation and 

painting

 

Cleaning and straightening of small 

road signs, street nameplates and 

bollards

Signs in Oxenwood need cleaning

Securing of existing small road signs, 

verge marker posts and supplied street 

name plates

Markers on small green to be repaced as 

needed

 

Removal of limited graffiti from road 

signs, bollards and street nameplates

Hand cutting of grass and vegetation in 

visibility areas

Hand treatment of weeds

Hand clearance of encroaching growth 

and soils from footways

Pavement from school in both directions to be 

cleared

Repair of small potholes in roads and on 

footways

Potholes opposite Mill house reported on 

MyWilts NO ACTION

Potholes at junction of Kingston Road and 

bridleway SHAL6 have been partially filled in by 

householder but need layer of tarmac on top.


