[bookmark: _GoBack]Shalbourne Annual Parish Assembly
19th April 2018

Minutes


1. Introduction
Mike Lockhart, Chairman, welcomed those attending. The deeds of the village green were produced for inspection. 

2. Apologies
There were no apologies for absence

3. Minutes of Last Meeting
These were approved and signed by the Chairman

4. Wiltshire Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch
The Chairman noted the police report (Appendix 1) was available and would be posted on the village website. The report drew attention to thefts of Ford Transit vans and thefts from cars left at local beauty spots. The current Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator has indicated that she wants to resign. The Chairman noted that the Neighbourhood Watch scheme is changing with the police urging villagers to book into the police email systems. He asked for volunteers to head up the village NW scheme if it is felt that there is still a need for such a scheme.

5. Wiltshire Council Report
The Wiltshire Council Report was presented by Councillor Wheeler (Appendix 2). Councillor Wheeler highlighted two issues, the proposed closure of Oxenwood and Braeside Outdoor Education centres and the rejection of the plans to build two houses on the site of the Elms. He urged villagers to write to Laura Mays at Wilts Council and also to sign the online petition against closure. Councillor Wheeler commented that the Area Planning Board has rejected the new plans submitted for the Elms against the advice of their Planning Officer. He warned that the decision may be subject to an appeal.


6. Shalbourne WI
The WI announced its intention to be actively involved in the fight to keep Oxenwood Outdoor Centre open in line with its long term policy of supporting family life. It was agreed that Councillor Wheeler would be asked for more detail about how the decision was made. All attendees were urged to sign the petition for keeping the Centre. The WI report is Appendix 3

7. Shalbourne Club Report.
The Shalbourne Club Report is shown in Appendix 4. The Pavilion is now a well-used village amenity. Due to a cost overrun on the build there will be a series of fundraising events over the coming year to raise sums to meet the shortfall.

 
8. The Church
The Church Report is shown in Appendix 5. Martin Truran, speaking on behalf of the chairman of the PCC, thanked Bill Withers for his contribution to the PCC over several years and all parishioners who helped with the Church. There will be a specific PCC fundraiser on 1st July – A Countryside Fun Day.

9. Parish Council Report
The Parish Council Report is shown in Appendix 6.  The Chairman thanked Nick Shaw Hardie for his work as scrutineer. He noted that the new 20mph speed limit for Shalbourne should be implemented by September. The Parish Steward scheme worked reasonably well this year until the cold snap in early Spring which diverted all Stewards to pothole repair. The Chairman informed villagers that new GDPR regulations meant that everyone would need to give their renewed consent if they still wished to be on the PC mailing list.

10. The Village Hall
The Village Hall report is shown in Appendix 7. Works to repair the roof, ceiling and electrical fittings still need to be done. There have been several fundraising initiatives and the committee have also applied to the Pewsey Area Board for a grant. 

11.	The Village School Report
The Village School Report is shown in Appendix 7. The school has embarked on a period of fundraising to improve its facilities. It will also investigate what grants are available. 


    11.Village Charities.
The Village Charities Report is shown in Appendix 8. 

  12.	Any Other Business
The Chairman thanked Polly Cox from the Shalbourne Stores for providing refreshments. 


The meeting closed at 20.53





APPENDICES



SHALBOURNE
The Annual Parish Assembly

Held at The Kingston Room, Thursday 19th April 2018 at 7.30 pm.


1. Wiltshire Police Report for April. 

2. Wiltshire Council Report - awaited. 

3. The WI - awaited. 

4. Shalbourne Recreation Society Report. 

5. The Church Report. 

6. Parish Council Report. 

7. The Village Hall. 

8. Village School Report. 

9. Village Charities: 

a. Shalbourne Relief Fund. 


ATTACHMENT 1
Wilts Police Report – April
Change of Inspector for Devizes, Marlborough and Pewsey Community Policing Team: 
 
Inspector Chris Martin started in his post as the new Inspector for Devizes, Marlborough and Pewsey on Monday the 19th March 2018.  
 
Upon starting in his new role, Inspector Martin said “I am pleased to inform you that as of the 19th March I am the new CPT East Sector Inspector covering Devizes, Marlborough and Pewsey.  I have been with Wiltshire Police for 25 years and served in numerous roles throughout the force.  As an Inspector I have been responsible for Specialist Operations Training followed by a period as the Sector Head of Royal Wootton Bassett, Malmesbury and Cricklade Policing areas. Whilst I was there, I was privileged to be responsible for the policing of numerous repatriations that occurred through RAF Lyneham.   I have also worked extensively as a Critical Incident Manager and more recently as a 24/7 response inspector.   My predecessor, A/Insp James Williams has done an excellent job for the last 3 months, so thank you James and good luck in your new role. My aim is to build on the great work already being completed and keep the area a great place to live in, work in and visit.” 
 
Improvement to Wiltshire East and Wiltshire South Community Policing Teams: 
 
The boundaries of the Wiltshire East and Wiltshire South Community Policing Teams are being amended to improve the way local policing teams are managed. The changes are being brought into place from 2 April 2018 and will see Amesbury and Tidworth move from Wiltshire East CPT to Wiltshire South CPT. Devizes, Pewsey and Marlborough will remain as Wiltshire East CPT. 
 
Supt Chris Chammings, Wiltshire Police’s Hub Commander for County, said: “This is a very simple change which we hope will make a big difference for the public, our officers and staff. “We continually review how our CPT areas are policed and following feedback from staff we have decided to align Amesbury more closely to Salisbury.” “From a geographical and resourcing perspective we believe Amesbury and Salisbury would work better together.” 
 
He added: “As far as the public are concerned they shouldn’t notice a difference in their day-to-day policing. Our officers and staff who are currently based in Amesbury will remain there, but their line management will now fall under Inspector Pete Sparrow in Wiltshire South. 
 
“We hope to see improved resilience across Salisbury and Amesbury as officers are deployed consistently under one Inspector. Our previous model relied on Amesbury providing resilience to Devizes and viceversa. This distance between Amesbury and Devizes hindered this; an issue we hope not see going forward.” Supt Chammings added that the boundary change would also allow the new, smaller Wiltshire East CPT to focus more closely on the community engagement demand in the areas of Devizes, Marlborough and Pewsey. 
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Current Priorities 
  
Theft from Work Vans        
 
This priority was due to close, however due to recent  crimes it will remain open. There has been a spate of FORD  TRANSIT VAN BREAKS, often with no sign of forced entry. 
 
It’s thought that the break-ins have been carried out using a lock-picking device which is capable of bypassing the lock system without causing any damage to the vehicle. There's no restriction on the sale of locksmith equipment in the UK, meaning such devices are available on the open marketplace. 
 
It’s worth pointing out that Transit vans are not the only commercial vehicle at risk. No van is 100% secure when faced with a suitable lock pick device, however the sheer volume of Transits out on the road means the number of reported break-ins will consequently be higher. 
 
What can I do to protect my van? All van owners are advised to fit an alarm and boost security by installing additional Slamlocks or deadlocks independently of the manufacturers. It is also a good idea to consider insuring your work tools. This is important because most standard van insurance policies do not cover loss of tools left in a van overnight. In fact, some policies state that you can’t store tools in your van unless it meets certain security requirements. Don’t get caught out, and check. 
 
Anyone that owns a Ford Transit Van built between 28 March 2012 and 1st July 2017 can have an update applied to their vehicle. 
 
Will it cost me anything to have the software update done? Not at all, this is a Ford-initiated recall and update, so the modification should be applied for free by your local dealership. 
 
 
Beauty Spot Theft from Motor Vehicles: 
 
On the 16th January 2018 we relaunched this priority due to this area of the county still suffering a significant amount of thefts. The difference being that this time, we have identified potential suspects and are following numerous intelligence leads. Since the above date we officers have made 22 patrols of all of our beauty spot car parks; however thieves appear to be favouring:  DOWNS LANE, MANTON, MARLBOROUGH ROUNDWAY HILL, DEVIZES EAST/ WEST KENNETT WIDDINGTON HILL, UPAVON WOOTTEN RIVERS, PEWSEY AVEBURY A4 SILBURY HILL ALTON BARNES GRAND AVENUE, SAVERNAKE 
 
You will be pleased to hear that after securing funding from the ‘Area Board’ Wiltshire Police have been able to erect ‘Warning Signs’ at the majority of these locations which are visible to the public. Officers will continue to make foot patrols of these locations and distribute fliers to people making them aware of the risks. 
We would like to remind motorists to adhere to the following advice whenever possible: 
- Don’t leave any valuables including laptops, satnavs, mobile phones, handbags, credit cards or vehicle documents in your car.  - Do not leave items of value in the boot, you are being watched.   - Don’t leave coats/jackets on show in the vehicle as a thief will want to see if there is anything valuable in the pockets.  - Clean satnav suction marks off your windscreen, as leaving them is an immediate advert to thieves that a satnav is in the vehicle. Make sure no satnav attachments are left visible in your vehicle.  - Remove your stereo if you can, mark it with the vehicle registration number if you can’t.  - Leave your glove box open to show there is nothing in it.  - If you own a van, make sure you remove your tools overnight and display an appropriate sign in the rear window making this clear. 
 
Good news updates….. 
 
A man has been sentenced to a total of five years and six months imprisonment after pleading guilty to seven sexual offences relating to children. 
 
Kevin Cousins, aged 36, of Melksham, appeared at Swindon Crown Court on 16 March after pleading guilty to two counts of sexual assault on a child under 13 and two counts of taking indecent images of children. On a previous date, he also pleaded guilty to three counts of making indecent images of a child.  
 
An investigation into Cousins began by Wiltshire Police back in March 2017 following a report that he had sexually assaulted a child at a Wiltshire school. 
 
Cousins were arrested on suspicion of sexual assault of a child, and as part of the investigation, his computer was seized and indecent images of children were located. Some of the images were classed as Category A images - the most severe type of child abuse. As well as this, a watch containing a covert camera was located. This was examined but nothing evidential was found within it and there was no evidence to suggest this was used to film children within the school. 
 
Detective Constable Sam Long, of the Child Abuse Investigation Team, said: "I welcome the sentence that has been given to Cousins - I believe it reflects the gravity of the offences committed. 
 
"Cousins was employed as a teaching assistant at a primary school - he held a position of trust and he grossly breached this trust. 
 
"We cannot underestimate the impact of these crimes on his young victim. I cannot praise the child enough in talking to their mother about Cousins' actions, which in turn led us to identify his offending online. The victim has been extremely brave throughout the investigation and will be provided with the appropriate support moving forward. Because this child has spoken out, they have prevented Cousins from further offending and abusing any more children. It was this disclosure which initiated our investigation. We have worked closely with Wiltshire Council, as well as the school involved, during this investigation which has led to today's sentencing. 
 
"I would encourage all parents to read about the NSPCC's advice, called PANTS (The Underwear Rule).  It's an easy and effective way to talk to children about sexual abuse." 
 
Cousins were also issued with an indefinite Sexual Harm Prevention Order. 
 
Local Crimes 
 
10/03 – Milk Hill, Alton Barnes - Theft - Unknown suspect has smashed the offside side window a car that was parked in a beauty spot car park. Access was gained and items were stolen from the boot. Stolen items were an IPad, handbag and wallet, cards and £20 cash. 
 
16/03 – Pewsey Hill – Theft - Unknown suspect has broken into a vehicle by smashing the driver's side window by unknown means. A wallet was stolen containing a small amount of cash and bank cards. 
 
17/03 – West Wick – Theft - Unknown suspect has damaged the gate in order to gain access to a work site at the location. Once within compound suspect has stolen scrap metal to the value of around £100 - £200. 
 
20/03 – Ham Hill – Theft - Unknown suspect has smashed the rear passenger side window of a vehicle. Once inside suspect has stolen a bag containing a purse. The purse had £80 - £100 in cash along with credit cards. 
 
24/03 – The Crescent, Pewsey – Damage – Damaged has been caused to a vehicle parked on The Crescent. It is believed that the locks have been filled with glue and paintwork scratched. 
 
26/03 – Goddard Road – Damage – A vehicle has been damaged and abusive words have been scratched into the paintwork. 
 
 
Please dial 101 to report a crime and 999 in an emergency. 
 
 
Please follow us on: 
 
Twitter https://twitter.com/wiltshirepolice Facebook https://www.facebook.com/wiltshirepolice/ 
 
Or sign up to Community Messaging  
 
https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/  
 
 


ATTACHMENT 2
Wiltshire Council Report
Awaited



ATTACHMENT 3
WI Report
Awaited



ATTACHMENT 4
Report from Shalbourne Recreation Society
At this point last year we were one week away from opening the new pavilion and it was still a building site. The toilets were empty rooms with the flooring down and walls painted but nothing else, there were electric cables everywhere and around 20 workmen creating vast amounts of dust. 

At this point the year before the old pavilion was still in place and would not be demolished until the August of 2016, so an awful lot has happened during the intervening period. 

During the last 12 months the pavilion has hosted 113 classes, 15 cricket matches, 6 meetings, 7 childrens parties and 7 adult parties, a christening, a wedding, 2 wedding anniversaries and 2 wakes, plus a jazz evening, bread making course and an easter egg hunt. There have naturally been the usual large village events, May Day and Fireworks but not, of course, the Classic Car Show. 

Both May Day and Fireworks were blessed with good weather and were both successful. Classic Car was not so well blessed by the weather gods and with an already soggy field, plus forecasts of strong gales and torrential rain we decided on the Wednesday before the show to cancel. In practice the weather was not as bad as forecast, but certainly not good, both the sports field and parking field were very wet and would have rapidly become quagmires. It was the right decision and had we gone ahead the resultant conditions would have deterred many from ever coming again. Classic Car is planned for this year on 23rd September, a week earlier than normal, and is being sponsored by Knight Frank.

The next event is the May Day Fair, organised again by Lou Evans, Polly Cox, Jane Reid and their band of ladies. The event will be on the sports field for the fourth time since the move from the village green, and we again hope for a very large number of visitors enjoying hot sunny weather, fingers crossed. Shalbourne continues to have the reputation in the area as the place to go for well organised, family friendly events and we hope this year will continue that trend.

We did have a cost overrun on the build, plus the loss of income from Classic Car, meant we had to draw in loans from villagers which we are keen to repay from events this year. The first of which will be a return of the extremely popular Barnstormer in The Manor Barn on 19th May, after the royal wedding and FA cup final, so you can enjoy a full and convivial day.

There are a couple of scenic changes due this year. We had to remove the large ash tree next to the pavilion on the advice of two specialist companies, but in November, to commemorate the centenary of the end of World War One, we will be receiving four maple trees from Wiltshire Council and the Forestry Commission which we intend to plant along the Lynch path boundary of the sports field. Also this year South Eastern Electricity are due to underground the power cables which pass across the cricket field and Joss Hosier’s fields so these two changes should enhance the already stunning views from the field.

Bob Walker
Chairman


ATTACHMENT 5
Church Report
                         CHURCHWARDEN's REPORT   APCM 2018
On Easter Sunday last year, the work in the Church was finally completed and a service was held for a congregation of over 100. We had had 13 weeks of work with services held in the Village Hall. Over the year the new equipment has been learnt about and managed by the PCC. 
The lighting in the nave and chancel each with 8 separate effects, has been used on a regular basis and for special events and services. The heating now, with the under pew units amalgamated with the radiators, provides an acceptable temperature. Outstanding on the controls is a noisy relay which the contractors have yet to fix. The audio has taken a while to master but can now be controlled manually or remotely by a tablet computer, can play downloaded music and will boost output from instruments and the organ.
Notable events held in the year included the Wiltshire Annual Church Wardens Visitation. This involved having 50 local Church Wardens and their guests and Clergy to attend an evening service taken by Sue Groom, Archdeacon of Wiltshire.  We also hosted the Rural Dean Gerald Osbourne and Colin Heber Percy with their rendering of St Mark's Gospel in September.
Two fund raising concerts were also held, organised by Andrew Blake on the one hand and Christopher Burrows the other. Between them over £1000 was raised for the Church and Shalbourne School. On all the above occasions the PCC members organised and hosted the events and produced excellent eats and refreshment. The annual Shalbourne Collection Concert were also generous in their contribution. 
I am grateful to the members of the PCC who help with the services and the running of the Church. We are lucky to have Jo Reid leading us with her good advice and cheerful enthusiasm. Visiting Vicars this year have been Andy Thewlis and Sandy Railton- both very welcome and we look forward to seeing more of them. Felicity Burrows kindly volunteered to take on management of the Electoral Role.
Last year we asked for donations for the Parish Magazine and together with advertising income covered the cost without PC support. Our Treasurer has done an excellent job keeping track of all the extra costs of the refurbishment, claiming VAT back and the general work of the Church finances. The result is this year we have been able to pay our share to the Diocese and cover our costs. For the future, after the final payments for the refurbishment are made and VAT reclaimed, our sum held by Salisbury for fabric work is still very respectable but money for our day to day costs, including the share is reducing. We have now registered with the new Parish Share Scheme and intend to advise members of our congregation about it.
Also this year we are planning an event to exclusively raise funds for the general costs. The Shalbourne Car Show was created by our PCC and helped finance costs and major building projects. For the last 5 years we have not had a fund raiser- less the magnificent concerts that have been held. So the PCC are planning A Countryside Fun Day to be held on 1st July for locals to enjoy sports, animals and sales with tea and a bar.
The law on Data Privacy is soon changing and we are having to inform all our correspondents of the new situation and will be asking their permission for us to keep them informed about Church matters.
The cleaning and flower teams have kept the church looking very nice. Coffee and tea have always been available after every service. The hedges and grass continues to need much attention and our successful new contractor last year have been awarded the work again this year. Particular thanks to Andrew Blake who takes on all the outside work in the grounds of the Church. 
The PCC are very sorry to lose Bill Withers this year and would like to thank him for his advice and service, in particular about old Shalbourne connections and traditions. Our thanks go again to Jo Reid. Her enthusiasm and knowledge are always well demonstrated in her services and at our events. 
JJB


ATTACHMENT 6
Parish Council Report
This is the first report of the Council “elected” in May 2017. Five of us stood for the 9 vacancies.
I am pleased to say that we have since co-opted 3 others, Minnie Scott Russell, Andy Dolan and Carolyn Bartholomew. We are very grateful to them for volunteering. I would also like to thank those who are not members of the Council but who come regularly to the meetings. They bring a depth of knowledge of the village and a common sense viewpoint. I would name them but I am bound to leave someone out and cause offence.
We have had 6 meetings this year together with a number of ad hoc meetings to discuss our response on planning matters. We do not have a Parish Clerk so I am grateful to all members of the Council for mucking in to run the admin side. Nobody has volunteered to be the Clerk for free and the cost of a professional, even if we could find one, (£10+per hour plus employment costs and associated hassles) is not justified for a village of our size.
The most important piece of news is probably the imminent arrival of the 20 mph limit in the village. I must pay tribute to Mrs Shaw for all the work she’s done on this. The consultation is now complete and, assuming no objections, the scheme should be given approval in June for implementation in September. It is possible it will cover the whole village. The parish is expected to contribute 15% of the cost. Some additional signage has been put up in Oxenwood but with limited success. Although we have had no success on improvements to the village’s access to the A338, it is possible that some changes may be made at the Oxenwood turn on the A338.
The play area requires fencing along the road side. Quotes are being obtained. We are looking, in conjunction with parents, at getting additional kit for the play area. 
The parish steward scheme almost worked this year and minor repairs were being carried out. Then came the cold snap, the scheme was suspended and the stewards diverted to pothole repair. The scheme restarted in April, unfortunately not all the potholes were filled in. For repairs beyond the capability of a man with a van the Council will only look at them if they are a significant threat, for example if potholes are >4” deep. Drains will only be cleared if there is an imminent risk of flooding private property or causing a significant hazard, precautionary clearing such as cleaning out the ditch on the Green outside will not be done!
The noticeboard on the Green in Oxenwood looks to be beyond repair. Minnie Scott Russell is canvassing Oxenwood opinion to see if anyone ever reads it and also looking to see if some tourist organisation would be interested in replacing it.
The contributions to road schemes and the need to fund repairs to street furniture, the new bin outside the shop together with one off items such as thinning the trees in Oxenwood have meant an increase in the village precept this year. I can see this as a trend as central government withdraws funding from the counties then the counties will expect the Parishes to contribute more. Although the increase is large in % terms it is comparatively small in absolute terms. Our level (£25) is the same as East Grafton’s, less than Bedwyn (£32) or Easton Royal (£45) but more than Ham (£14). Our budget setting is a public exercise, please come along and have your say, if you don’t you do not get grumbling rights.
This year it has become compulsory for us to post information on a website but it is now not necessary for us to have a noticeboard. We will continue to put agendas on the notice boards but minutes will just be on the website. We are very grateful to Susan and Parvis Jamieson for coordinating the redesign of our website, particularly as our old platform, MS, ceased to operate in March. We would also thank their designer, Peter Parker, who went way beyond the call of duty in solving our endless problems. 
The accounts to 31 March are available and will be on the website. This year we will be exempt from an external audit. To keep us straight we do have to have an internal auditor and we are very grateful to Nick Shaw Hardie who continues to fill this unpaid/unceremonial role.
This year’s attempt by the Government to increase costs and give work to the bureaucrats centres around data protection and the act which comes into force in May. The only personal data we as a Council keep are the e mail addresses of those who we think might want to know about meeting dates etc. From May we cannot do this without your explicit permission. We will be e mailing you asking for that permission. If you do not reply, then I’m afraid we cannot send you e mails – don’t blame me!!
Dianah Shaw/Bob Walker/Mike Lockhart


ATTACHMENT 7
The Village Hall
During the last year the village hall committee has secured Planning, Listed Building and Building Regulation Consent for the proposed improvement and refurbishment works.
Fundraising has been going on apace and from the accounts it can be seen that the support of our events by the village has raised an additional £3200 for the works. We have submitted numerous bids to third party funders where we have had limited success in securing a pledged monies totalling £12,500. Taking these sums into account, together with our accumulated income and calling upon a substantial part of our emergency reserves we still remain someway short of the sum required to carry out the essential roof, ceiling and electrical works. To fund this deficit we have applied to the Pewsey Area Board for £5,000 and are hopeful that this will be granted at their meeting on the 21st of May. 
If we are successful with this outstanding bid it is our intension that the works will commence this summer. 
Our proposed works includes a degree of community involvement and if it proceeds to programme, we will be looking for volunteers to help remove the ceiling in June and redecorate in the late autumn.
Last year we discussed the effect the pavilion may have upon the use of the Hall and although we were hopeful this would be small, it is now clear that our letting have significantly reduced for events such as children’s parties. We are hopeful that an improved, more attractive, Hall will go some way to towards addressing this but we need to remember that the two venues will have always have their own unique qualities.
In conclusion we take this opportunity to restate that the Hall is a village asset where the hall committee are endevouring to ensure that it available and viable for generations to come. To fulfil this aspiration our fundraising efforts will continue and therefore we need villagers and their friends to continue to support our activities and events.  Donations to the Shalbourne Village Hall restoration fund can be made on our “just giving” website @ BTMyDonate – please give generously.


ATTACHMENT 8
School Report
Shalbourne School is a first class centre for teaching and learning at the heart of the Shalbourne and Ham communities. The school’s ethos is being shaped by our core values – Respect, Honesty, Resilience and Love. Linked to achievement and progress are behaviour and attendance, which demonstrate the high standards we expect of school staff, parents and pupils. 
 On the 5th July 2017 Shalbourne School was judged a ‘GOOD’ school by Ofsted.  It was a very rigorous inspection and was extremely stressful for the staff (and the governors). However, the inspector found that the Board of Governors had contributed to the strategic leadership of the school and had given the robust accountability required to secure a Good rating. 
By continuing our active partnership with the local cluster schools we are able to provide an enhanced and wide range of opportunities for the children in academic work, sport, music and drama etc. However, the move to academy status continues to be a regular item on our governors’ agenda and whatever the future holds; the whole community will be consulted before any major decisions are made. This year Shalbourne became an active part of Excalibur Teaching School Alliance which is a partnership of Primary and Secondary schools based across Bristol, Berkshire and Wiltshire.  We work in collaboration with Bath Spa University and Bristol University to develop and deliver cutting-edge Teacher Training programmes.
Voters of tomorrow have been learning about democracy by holding their own elections at the school during a special ‘Parliament Week’. All the pupils from as young as four have learnt about the country’s parliamentary history and older children took part in debates and worked together to form their own rules. Ballot boxes and a polling station were made ahead of a vote to decide who became house captains and vice-captains of the school’s three newly created houses (Rivar, Kingston and Prosperous) which were officially launched by MP Claire Perry in February. Pupils win points for good behaviour.
Inspired by Mrs. Pollitt our young talented musicians and singers take part in events such as the Small Schools Music Festival, the Dance Festival, and just recently in an outstanding concert ‘Sing for the World’ held at The Theatre on the Hill, Marlborough. After-school clubs further enhance the educational opportunities and are widely supported. The Government’s PE grant to develop the PE and sport activities that our school already offers has enabled us to buy in specialist coaching and sporting prowess achieved has been quite remarkable. The children have competed successfully against much bigger schools. 
Mrs Zoë Garbutt has successfully completed the National Professional Qualification for Senior Leaders and used some of the techniques she learnt to enhance the children’s learning experiences. Mrs Player who returned to the school after the birth of her son will be leaving us at Easter to take up a new position in a Melksham school much nearer to her home. We all wish her well and will miss her. We have her class covered by Mark Sherman who is well known to staff and pupils as he covered Mrs. Player’s maternity leave and is a regular supply teacher for the school. We will make a permanent appointment for the new academic year.
The Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) provide amazing and innovative fund-raising activities which support and enhance the life of the school and also provide events, support and entertainment for the community. The PTFA is much appreciated.
I am sure that you will all be aware that schools face under-investment. Unlike recently built schools our aged buildings and facilities do need much more maintenance and improvement. The Headteacher and the Governing Board are exploring the possibility of extending the building, but there is simply no spare money coming from the local authority for improvement – we have to raise the funds ourselves. In June 2017 one of our governors, Mrs Donna Scott, nobly undertook to arrange an Open Gardens Event in the village which was very successful and got our fund-raising off to a good start. Other smaller events and grants have also produced some more funds. 
As a church school we provide an enjoyable, exciting, creative and caring Christian environment. Our role is to provide the very best in education for each child, by working together in partnership with parents, the church and the community. Our recent Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools Report (SIAMS) said that “the school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the needs of all learners and is a caring, inclusive and friendly Christian community. The children are involved at festival services, end of term services, and leavers’ services in St Michael and All Angels church. Revd. Jo takes a very active part in the life of the school and is instrumental in encouraging greater participation in the church community. 
Shalbourne is a brilliant Church school because Head teacher, Mrs Ruth Matthews and the staff are totally dedicated to the welfare, achievement and spiritual wellbeing of all the pupils. The community should be proud of their rather special Church school. 
Jennifer Blake						                                      		
Chairman of the Governors



ATTACHMENT 9a
Village Charities
Shalbourne Community Fund
Awaited


ATTACHMENT 9b
Village Charities
Shalbourne Relief Fund
The Shalbourne Relief Fund is the amalgamation of three charities:
1. Thomas Henshaws Gift from 1752;
2. Parish Stock;
3. Poor’s Allotment from 1805.
[1] and [2] were combined in 1923. All three were combined in 1998 under the name of “The Shalbourne Relief Fund”.
Their objective is the “relief of poverty”.
The trustees are appointed by the Parish Council, the Parochial church council and the third is appointed by the other two. Last year Bill Byrd resigned as he felt that he was no longer part of the village. He was replaced by his brother so that the trustees are Micky, Ann Currie and myself.
Their assets are: the allotment behind Kew Gardens, approximately £700 invested in charity bonds with M&G and £2300 in cash at the Newbury Building Society.
In 2017 gift vouchers from the Shalbourne Stores worth £35 each were given to eight parishioners. We welcome any suggestions of those who might benefit from the charity.
As we had no third party donations last year, we made a small loss. The accounts are available from me or they are on the Charity Commission website.     
Mike Lockhart

  
















 
 


