Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Annual General Meeting and Meeting

Tuesday 15th May at 8.07 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Peter Blanthorn (Chairman), Stella Zweck, Amber Barker, Will Parton,  Jeremy Gayer (from item 9.2 onwards), Nigel Titchen, Lois Philipps, Mike Lockhart
The Chairman welcomed all present. 

1. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman:

The election of Peter Blanthorn as Chairman was proposed by Stella Zweck, seconded by Mike Lockhart and agreed unanimously.

The election of Stella Zweck as Vice Chairman was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Peter Blanthorn and agreed unanimously.

2. Election of Committee Members

 The Council agreed that members should maintain their current responsibilities. These are:
· Planning – All Councillors

· Footpaths – Jeremy Gayer

· Highways and Surface Water – Stella Zweck

· Local Transport – Peter Blanthorn

· Police Liaison and Neighbourhood Watch – Kester Shelton

· Environmental – Mike Lockhart

· Shalbourne Club Liaison – Will Parton assisted by Jeremy Gayer

· Education – Lois Philipps assisted by Amber Barker

· Finance – All Councillors

· Business and Enterprise – All Councillors

3. Apologies:

Apologies for absence was received from Kester Shelton
4. Declaration of Interest:
None
5. Wiltshire Police Report:
The Community Beat Officer was away on police business so there was no report.

6. Wiltshire Council Report:
It was reported that Councillor Wheeler had been taken ill during the day. He had sent his apologies but he would be unable to deliver his usual report.

7. Minutes of Previous Meetings:
The minutes of the AGM on 10 May 2011 (copy attached) were considered. It was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Stella Zweck and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 13 March 2012 were noted.
8. Matters Arising: 

These were dealt with in the meeting. 
9. Finance:
9.1 Payments
Bills to be paid, transfers and balances were noted:

Grant for Jubilee Party 


£210.00


Grass Cutting, 4 cuts


£180.00


Community First Subscription

£  36.00


WALC / NALC Subscription

£185.77


Community First Insurance

£302.25


Printer Ink 



£  46.91


Postage Stamps



£  12.96


TOTAL



£973.89


Transfer from Reserve to Current Account

£1000.00

Bank Account balance after the above transactions -






Reserve Account
£ 9382.27






Current Account
£     71.97






Total


£ 9454.24

It was noted that grass cutting had been carried out although, ideally, should occur before village events. The weather had made this impossible before the May Day Fair. The Chairman was requested to pass a calendar of village events. 

The grant to the Jubilee Committee had been previously agreed by e mail. It was agreed that a cheque should be given to Mrs. Smith and that copies of invoices should be requested to provide an audit trail. It was reported that a further grant of £250 was expected from the Pewsey Area Board.  The Jubilee Committee would be notified of this and asked to make any further submissions.

It was reported that the Jubilee medals had been received and the certificates printed. They would be given to the children at the school at a tea to celebrate the Jubilee.  It was agreed that it would be desirable to have some photographs of the event (or at least the medals) for the Parish website but the constraints of photographing children and in the school were recognised. The Council expressed its appreciation of the work and skill of Amber Barker in designing the certificates.

It was proposed by Nigel Titchen, seconded by Lois Philipps and agreed that the payments and transfers set out above should be made.  

9.2 Approval of Accounts and Audit Return for Year ending 31st March 2012.
The Council went through and confirmed answers to be given to the Audit Return in respect of the activities of the Council in 2011/12. The Council reviewed and approved the accounts as previously circulated and reviewed by Bob Tweddle (scrutineer). It was proposed by Nigel Titchen,  seconded by Amber Barker and agreed that the audit return and accounts should be signed on behalf of the Council by:
Peter Blanthorn as Responsible Officer; and 

Stella Zweck on behalf of the Council
10. 106 Agreement Cash:

A letter had been received from Wiltshire Council and circulated stating that the money could not be used for refurbishment or rebuilding of the pavilion. It would be passed on to the Shalbourne Club.
It was reported that the work could be arranged through Wiltshire Council. The Chairman was asked to pass on the contact details to the Shalbourne Club for them to follow up.

It was agreed that the cash should be used for something that was demonstrably to be used and valued by the villager.

It was agreed that the refurbishment of the tennis courts should be pursued and any spare cash considered for the play area. However the Council believed that a more structured proposal should be sought from the Shalbourne Club. In principle this should demonstrate that the proposal fulfils the criteria set out in the paragraph above and should include, inter alia:

· An estimate of demand for the courts, even if only based on payments made when the court was used;

· Efforts made to obtain other grants;

· Plans to involve young people;

· Other uses,;

· Other financial arrangements, subscriptions, annual fees etc.

If the project  were to go ahead it would be the responsibility of the Shalbourne Club with a designated member of the Parish Council  responsible for liaison.
11. Committee Reports:

11.1. Planning.

Details of applications granted available on the Wilts Council website.
11.2.  Rights of Way.

It was noted that Andrew Blake was unable to carry on cutting the path to the south of Cox’s Lane. The Council expressed its thanks to Mr. Blake and appreciation for all the work he has done. Will Parton was thanked for agreeing to carry on this work.
The Chairman and Jeremy Gaynor agreed to discuss arranging a village walk around the footpaths. 

11.3. Highways and Surface Water.

Water was accumulating near the Green unfortunately Wiltshire Council had limited number of vacuum machines and it was proving impossible to get one.
The pothole outside Lionsmead would be reported to the Parish Steward for action.

The manhole cover outside Shalbourne Cottage still appeared to be subsiding, further investigations would be carried out.

11.4. Local Transport.

Wiltshire Council were considering reducing local bus services which coordinated with train arrivals. A decrease in buses will lead to an increase in cars and increased pressure on parking spaces in Bedwyn.  The Bedwyn Transport Group are lobbying against this and Councillors were encouraged to support them. It was agreed that the Chairman should write to them to express support.
11.5. Neighbourhood Watch.

Nothing to report.

11.6. Environmental Matters

Nothing to report

11.7. Education.

Nothing to report

11.8. Shalbourne Club.

There was no further information from the working group on the pavilion replacement. It was hoped that progress would restart in the near future. 
12. Correspondence

Noted
13. Any Other Business:
13.1. Skips
It was noted that Wiltshire Council were discouraging the use of skips as there was an adequate provision of recycling centres.  It was agreed that further enquiries should be made as there always seems to be a demand for skips.

13.2. Dates of Future Meetings
The following dates were agreed, subject to the availability of the Village Hall:

· 17 July 2012

· 11 September 2012

· 13 November 2012

· 8 January 2013

· 12 March 2013

· 9 April 2013 (Parish Assembly)

All meetings at 8,00 pm except the Parish Assembly which will be at 7,30 pm.   

Meeting Closed 9.15 pm
ATTACHMENT 1
Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 10th May 2011 at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Peter Blanthorn (Chairman), Stella Zweck, Amber Barker, Mike Lockhart,

Jeremy Gayer, Lois Philipps and Will Parton

The Chairman welcomed all present. 

1. Apologies:

Kester Shelton, Nigel Titchen

2. Declaration of Interest:

None

3.  Attendance of Stuart Walker, Unitary Councillor from Wiltshire Council:

Mr Wheeler stated that there was nothing to report from Wiltshire Council since his full report at the Parish Assembly in April.
4. Attendance of Ian Blair, Land Director at Bellway Homes re Ropewind Development:

Ian Blair from Bellway Homes attended and was invited to address the questions collated and sent to him by Mike Lockhart:

Sewerage
· Thames Water did not respond to Wiltshire Council’s consultation request on sewerage capability  with regard to the planning application for Ropewind made in 2010

· It was confirmed by Stuart Wheeler that a ‘nil return’ would normally be treated as an acceptance of the scheme by Thames Water as they are obliged to deal with planning applications within a certain timeframe. This policy was questioned by those present and Mr Wheeler agreed to investigate this

· A letter from Thames Water sent to Wiltshire Council on 7th March 2011, 6 months after consent was granted stating  ‘.....Following initial investigation, Thames Water has identified an inability of the existing waste water infrastructure to accommodate the needs of this application.....’

· On submission of their proposed plans to Thames Water at the start of the development, Bellway Homes received formal ‘Right to Connect’ from Thames Water on 17th March 2011

· Subsequent correspondence from Thames Water on 4th May states that they ‘....do not have concerns around the hydraulic capacity of the network to serve this proposed development...’ and that flooding problems in the past have been due to ‘....blockages possibly caused by fat, oil and grease and a build up of debris...’

· On 5th May the sewer at the top of Burr Lane overflowed.

· It was agreed that, at best, the above facts were inconsistent and the correspondence unsatisfactory.

· Ian Blair confirmed that Bellway Homes have not done an independent study of Thames Water’s reports as they are not obliged to, but are concerned about the matter and have been in contact with Thames Water and will request a copy of their report. He also confirmed that it was not in Bellway’s interest to sell houses in the development which may have a subsequent sewerage problem. Mr Blair stated that while a 6” sewage pipe is probably suitable, however if the pipe is very old it may be suffering from various aging issues which may reduce its capacity and it is entirely Thames Water’s problem to resolve these issues and maintain capacity.

· It was noted by those present that Bellway will have a legal obligation to disclose any issues with drainage as part of the Sellers packs for the homes.

· It was agreed by those present based on numerous problems over the last 10 years and the correspondence noted above that the current sewage system in Shalbourne is not capable of supporting the additional development at the Ropewind site

· It was agreed that both Bellway Homes and the Parish Council would continue to lobby Thames Water to resolve the issue. Should this not have the desired effect, the Parish Council requested that Mike Lockhart take the matter up with OFWAT

Surface Water Drainage
· Ian Blair confirmed that the Bellway engineers have done soakage tests and designed the underground soakaways to the correct dimensions as stipulated in Condition 12 of the Planning Consent and these designs have been approved by the Local Authority engineers. This condition has therefore been discharged.

· This means that there will be very little, if any surface water flowing onto the adjacent field from the development

Site Entrance
· Ian Blair confirmed that a minor revision to the landscaping plan has been agreed by the local authority and this condition discharged.

· Works to the Entrance to the site will be completed by 20th June and it is Bellway’s intention to replace the Beech hedge along the top of the new wooden palisades at the entrance. Mr Blair will also look at any opportunities for temporary fencing to replace the metal fencing at the entrance.

· Mr Blair also confirmed that any damage to the verges at the entrance to Littlemead would be repaired.

· Mike Lockhart will check that any hedging plans to the South of the site on the original plans are compatible with the plan produced by Bellway.

Variations  to design that was granted Planning Consent

· Ian Blair confirmed that Bellway had not and have no intention of making any changes to the design that has been granted consent

· Some small alterations have been made to the internal layout of some of the units

Tree Felling
· All tree felling has been carried out according to the planning conditions

Footpath to the North of the site
· Ian Blair confirmed that Bellway will be making good the footpath and will do whatever they can to improve its condition and  vulnerability to waterlogging

· It was noted that the steps to Rivar Road have been tidied up.

Light Pollution
· Bellway have no plans for any street lighting or external lighting to the houses but cannot prevent new owners installing any security lighting on their houses once purchased.

Timetable
· Bellway are currently installing the roads and sewers, construction of the houses will commence in July and the development will be complete in May 2012 with the affordable housing being sold to a Council approved Housing Association within those timescales. As the site is a relatively small one by Bellway’s normal standards, the rate of build will not be affected by the rate of sale and the whole development will be completed in these timescales.

· Hours of work are dictated by the planning condition and will follow the default times of 07.30-17.30 on weekdays, 08.30-13.00 on Saturdays and no working on Sundays or Bank Holidays

Mud on road
· Bellway have a contract with a road cleaning firm who clean the road every evening and during the day if required

Borehole on site
· The existing borehole on site has been filled and capped

Site Name – ‘The Ridings’
· The name is purely a Sales and Marketing name for the site and Bellway Homes will submit an application to name the road to Wiltshire Council prior to the road being adopted by the Council. At this point Wiltshire Council will delegate the naming of the road to the Parish Council within guidelines and subject to the approval of the Emergency Services, the Post Office etc. and Bellway will be obliged to use this name. This will be dealt with when the time comes but there was general agreement that the name should be based on ‘Ropewind’ to secure the site’s historical name.

· Stuart Wheeler confirmed that road adoption was unlikely to be an issue due to the lack of street lighting and surface water drainage.

· Ian Blair confirmed that the low brink and flint wall at the entrance to the site has been built for the purposes of demonstrating to the Planning Authority that the materials to be used are in accordance with the Planning Consent conditions. Stuart Wheeler will investigate the use of flint panels with respect to planning guidance for the village.

Graffiti on the Bellway Homes Signage at the entrance
· Peter Blanthorn expressed regret on behalf of the parish for the graffiti that has been sprayed on the entrance signs, this is not the sort of behaviour that has been seen in the village before

5. Election of Chairman, Vice Chairman and Committee Members:
Election of Peter Blanthorn as Chairman was proposed by Stella Zweck and seconded by Mike Lockhart.

Election of Stella Zweck as Vice Chairman was proposed by Peter Blanthorn and seconded by Mike Lockhart.

Re-election of Committee members to their current role was proposed by Peter Blanthorn and seconded by Stella Zweck.

6. Previous Minutes:

Minutes of the meeting held on 15th March 2011 were  noted.

Minutes of the AGM held on 12th July 2010 were proposed by Amber Barker and seconded by Peter Blanthorn and signed by Peter Blanthorn

7. Matters Arising

 At the time of the previous AGM, the Play Area was being prepared, this is now up and running. There is more work planned once the Section 106 funds are received by Wiltshire Council who will be requesting a cheque from Bellway Homes shortly.

The planning permission for the Village Hall repairs has now been granted and work will start shortly

8. Finance:
Responses to the 9 questions in Section 2 of the Annual Governance Statement were given (all ‘yes’) and signed by Peter Blanthorn as Financial Officer and Stella Zweck as Vice Chair on behalf of the Chairman.

Approval of the Financial accounts and Explanation of differences was proposed by Mike Lockhart and seconded by Stella Zweck


Payments agreed:

RM Garden Services for Grass Cutting 

£290.00

Proposed Peter Blanthorn seconded Will Parton

P A Blanthorn Expenses (purchase of stamps) 
£  11.52

Proposed Peter Blanthorn seconded Mike Lockhart


WALC & NALC  




£177.22

Proposed Peter Blanthorn seconded Lois Philipps

A transfer of £450.00 will be required to cover the above payments

Proposed Peter Blanthorn seconded Stella Zweck


Bank Account balance after the above transactions -





Reserve Account
£12627.53





Current Account
£     40.94





Total


£12668.47
9. Committee Reports:

Planning (Wiltshire Council):

· School covered play area  - approved by Planning Authority

· Village Hall repairs - approved by Planning Authority

· School Fencing - approved by Planning Authority

· School new play area - approved by Planning Authority

· Keeble Cottage - approved by Planning Authority despite Parish Council objections

· Brook View – await Planning Authority decision

· Squirrel Lodge Roof - approved by Planning Authority

· 1 Kew Gardens conservatory - approved by Planning Authority

· Beech Dene 1st Floor extension - approved by Planning Authority

· Upper Slope Farm - await Planning Authority decision

· Lower Slope Farm car parking - approved by Planning Authority

· Lime trees at Church- await Planning Authority decision

· Westcourt Cottage- await Planning Authority decision

· Internal Glazing to Church- await Planning Authority decision

Footpaths/Rights of Way:

· Latch has been replaced on gate halfway up Coxes Lane but concerns were noted about stability of post it is attached to. Jeremy Gayer to look into

Highways and Surface Water:

· S. Zweck has discussed the condition of the Ham/Shalbourne Junction and the problems with subsidence of the road surface with the Highways Authority and requested that they liaise with Thames Water to resolve the issues. Awaiting feedback.

Local Transport:


There is likely to be a change to the Bedwyn timetable in May with an extra

train in the evening.

Police and Neighbourhood Watch:

· K. Shelton and Cath Hollands were not present

· A reminder was given to be vigilant about arson in this dry time of year

· It was agreed that Cath Hollands would be asked for advice on what security would be recommended to protect the village shop from potential ram-raiders.

Environmental Matters:

· Nothing to report apart from issues with Ropewind development described earlier

Education:
· Building work on the school will start during the summer holidays


Shalbourne Club Liaison:

· A grant from Pewsey Area has been received and an order has been put in to replace the kitchen

· The Club are looking at providing a more secure storage facility for the mowers and other equipment to the rear of the pavilion

10. Correspondence

All correspondence received by Peter Blanthorn has been forwarded to councillors

11. Dates for following meetings:

Peter Blanthorn proposed and Stella Zweck seconded the following dates for the next tranche of Parish Council Meetings:

· Monday 11th July 2011

· Monday 12th Sept 2011

· Monday 14th November 2011

· Monday 9th January 2012

· Monday 12th March 2012

· Monday 16th April 2012 (Assembly)

· Monday 14th May 2012 (AGM)

Stella Zweck will book the hall for these dates

12. AOB:

It was noted that there was still a desire for some kind of traffic calming measures in the village.  Stella Zweck has contacted Wiltshire Council regarding some subtle white gates/fence on the verges at the entrances to the village and we are awaiting a decision on what they are doing across the county in this respect. Stella Zweck will chase this up.


Meeting Closed 21.40

ATTACHMENT 2
Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 13th March at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Peter Blanthorn (Chairman), Stella Zweck, Will Parton, Amber Barker, Nigel Titchen, Lois Philipps

The Chairman welcomed all present. 

1. Apologies:

Kester Shelton, Jeremy Gayer & Mike Lockhart

2. Declaration of Interest:

Lois Philipps for Item 10.

3.  Wiltshire Police Report:

Copies of the report have been made available. In 

4. Wiltshire Council Report:

Stuart Wheeler reported that the Wiltshire Council’s Annual Accounts had been passed by the Auditors.

There will be no increase in Council Tax for this year.

All Libraries are to remain open

There is t be some discussion on the stops made by Mobile Libraries with the views of those who use them being taken into account.

The partial resurfacing of the A338 was taking place with some road closures, but local traffic would be allowed access although there could be some delays.

Questions were asked about the empty House along side the village green which was in a dilapidated condition. Stuart Wheeler will try to find out what is happening to this property.

(After meeting Note – The building has now been demolished.)

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting:

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2012 were approved, proposed by Nigel Titchen and seconded by Will Parton, the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

6. Matters Arising: 

50 Jubilee medals have been received and it is suggested that a Certificate is prepared bearing the Name of each child at Shalbourne School to be presented by the School in June.

Amber Barker to liaise with the Headmistress to finalise details. The presentation date to be agreed with the School.

The Wiltshire Council Jubilee fund has agreed to grant £250 towards the Parish Jubilee celebrations, details of which should be advised to Caroline Brailey before the money can be released.

7. Finance:

Bills for payment

Payments to be approved -

Tower Mint, Jubilee Medals
£127.80 (Paid 24/2/12 as agreed by e-mail)



A transfer of £150.00 from the Reserve to the Current Account was made

 
on 22/2/12 to cover the above payment

Further Payment to Heritage Roofing for Village Hall roof
£588.00

A further Transfer of £550 is required to cover the above  

This leaves a balance of £45.86 in the current account and £10481.17 in the reserve account.

All the above were proposed by Stella Zweck, seconded by Nigel Titchen, agreed by the Council.

See Item 10 below

8. 106 Agreement Cash:

An e-mail has been received by the Council which suggests that nothing should be done with the 106 Agreement money for the time being.

The Shalbourne Club are asking if it could be used towards the cost of re-building the Pavilion on the Sports Field.

Stella Zweck pointed out that at the Parish Council meeting which was attended by a representative from Wiltshire Council to explain the 106 Agreement, it was stated that this money could not be used for buildings of any sort. 

Stuart Wheeler said that the wording of the agreement was vague and he was not sure of the position on this.

Peter Blanthorn said that as summer was coming and people would be wanting to use the facilities in the Play Area and Tennis Court we should go ahead and start something moving.

Will Parton said that the Club hoped to use the money to get matched funding for the Pavilion work.

He also put forward a suggestion that the  Pavilion could be deemed a Community Building  and the Parish Council  could approach the Public Works Loan Board to take out a long term loan of £150000 - £400000 to cover this cost. To be funded out of the precept.

After some discussion it was agreed to postpone any decision until more information on the proposed pavilion and what the money could be used for was to hand.

(After meeting note – Colin Kennerson of Wiltshire Council confirmed that the 106 Agreement money could NOT be used for building work.)

9. Committee Reports:

9.1. Planning.

Nothing to report

9.2. Rights of Way.

Lois Philipps is still investigating the re-opening of Sandy Lane and the up-grading of the footpath from Brook Lane to Mill Lane to a Bridleway.

9.3. Highways and Surface Water.

The drain along side the Mini Green is blocked. Stella Zweck will try to get Wiltshire Council to clear it.

9.4. Local Transport.

There had been some trouble with train delays due to a fatality at Thatcham.

Work is expected to start shortly on converting the former bay platform area the parking spaces at Bedwyn Station.

9.5. Neighbourhood Watch.

Our new local PC is Therese Herbert, who hopes to be available to attend the Annual Parish Assembly next month.

From the audience it was suggested that it was difficult to know how to contact the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators. Could telephone numbers be shown with names on the Shalbourne Web Site?

9.6. Environmental Matters

The Gliding Club have asked if they could put up a signpost on the village green directing traffic to the Club at the top of Rivar Hill.

The Council requested more details of size etc. before making a decision.

9.7. Education.

Nothing to report

9.8. Shalbourne Club.

See under 106 Agreement above

10. Request for Grant from W I

A request for a grant of £100 to replace a damaged mat, has been received from the Shalbourne & Ham W I.

The Parish Council agreed to make this grant.

This will necessitate a transfer of a further £100 from the Reserve to the Current Account.

11. Church Notice Board

There had been a lot of negative reaction to the new Notice Board erected by Mill Lane at the entrance to the Track to the Church.

A box for comments was placed in the Church and all will be considered in due course.

The lower part of the sign has since been removed and will only be put back in place shortly before services.

It was agreed that this was an improvement.

12. Correspondence

All correspondence received has been circulated by e-mail.

13. Any Other Business:

None

14. Next Meeting :
Parish Assembly is Tuesday 17th April 7.30pm

· May PC Meeting  Tuesday 15th May 8pm

Meeting Closed 9.30pm 

