Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 17th July at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Peter Blanthorn (Chairman), Stella Zweck, Will Parton, Amber Barker, Lois Philipps, Mike Lockhart
The Chairman welcomed all present. 

1. Apologies:

Kester Shelton, Jeremy Gayer and Nigel Titchen. 
2. Declaration of Interest:

None.
3.  Wiltshire Police Report:
P.C. Theresa Herbert reported on police activities in the area in the recent past. Her full report is shown in Attachment 1.  Although there had been no criminal activities in the immediate area around Shalbourne, slightly further afield there had been an increase in thefts from outbuildings and of fuel both from agricultural machinery and cars.. P.C. Herbert emphasised the need to take adequate security precautions and report anything suspicious to the police on their “101” number.
Attention was drawn to the police advice in their booklet “Non Dwelling Burglary Self Help”. A copy will be put on the village website.
Traffic officers had been working successfully in the area and the “Speed Watch” programme in Ham had been successful.
In answer to a question from the floor, P.C. Herbert said that door to door salespersons, whatever permits they carried, should be treated with suspicion and, if in any doubt, be checked through the police on their 101 number.

4. Wiltshire Council Report:

Clr Wheeler was not present and there was no report.
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting:

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2012 were approved, proposed by Amber Barker and seconded by Will Parton,  and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.
The minutes of the AGM held on 15th May 2012 were noted.
6. Matters Arising:
None except those dealt with elsewhere in these minutes. 

7. Finance:

It was proposed by Mike Lockhart and seconded by Will Parton and agreed that the following payments should be made:
Jubilee Party 



£231.48

Grass Cutting, 5 cuts


£225.00

Hire of village hall by PC


£ 65.50


TOTAL


£521.98

It was noted that the following amounts had been received:
Wiltshire Jubilee Grant


£250.00

Jubilee Cheque (under spend)

£  60.24


TOTAL



£310.24

It was agreed to transfer £200.00 from the Reserve to the Current Account.
After the above transactions, the Council’s balances were:

Reserve Account
£ 9182.27

Current Account
£     60.23
Total


£ 9242.50
8. 106 Agreement Cash:

At the invitation of the Chairman, Barney Smith together with Rod Close and Larry Sargent representing the committee of the Shalbourne Club outlined the way forward in developing tennis in the village if the tennis court were refurbished.

A demand for tennis in the village had been established. When the court was in good condition in the early part of the decade 25 household had paid to use it representing potentially double that number of prospective members. Since that time a lot of younger people had moved into the village. More than 10 Shalbourne residents were members of the Bedwyn Tennis Club, it was likely that they would participate if a court was available closer to home. It was therefore not unreasonable to assume that a minimum of 20 families would join a Shalbourne tennis club. If family membership were set at £50 pa(£20 pa for an individual) then an annual income of £1,000 could be expected.
It was noted that tennis for the younger people in the village would be a logical extension of the recent renovation of the play area as the infants grew into sport. 
General running costs were expected to be low with the main expenditure expected to be remarking every 5 years at a cost of £2,500. A provision of £500 pa should cover this. On these assumptions, at the end of 15 years the tennis club would have accumulated £15,000 (not adjusted for inflation) which would, with some matching funding, finance the next full refurbishment.

The capital cost of refurbishing the court today will be £17,500 based on an estimate received by the Shalbourne Club. The Shalbourne Club does not feel able to make any contribution to this as it believes it has an urgent priority to rebuild the pavilion and all its resources should be directed towards this. Up to £5,500 might be available from the Pewsey Area Board but this cannot be firmed up until there is a definite way forward and will not be certain until the autumn. It was possible that the court could also be marked out for netball and the basketball area just outside tidied up and this will be investigated further. Payments of the Section 106 Agreement money could be direct from Wiltshire Council or through the Parish Council to enable VAT to be recovered. The exact route is to be determined although the former is preferred.

In summary Barney Smith and the Shalbourne Club proposed the following outline for refurbishment of the tennis court:
1. Up to £17,500 of the Section 106 money should be used to refurbish the tennis court. This would be reduced to the extent that funding was obtained from the Pewsey Area Board;

2. The refurbishment would be managed by Rod Close on behalf of the Shalbourne Club;

3. The tennis club would be self standing. It would have a separate bank account opened by the Shalbourne Club. Suitable arrangements would be made to ensure control of the account;

4. The tennis club would be responsible for any remaking of the court (expected to be every 5 years) and for any future refurbishment. Day to day maintenance will be subject to further discussion;

5. There will be no payment from the tennis club to the Shalbourne Club for the use of the court.

It was proposed by Will Parton, seconded by Amber Barker and agreed unanimously by the Council that £17,500 of the Section 106 money from the Ropewind development should be made available to refurbish the tennis court. This amount would be reduced by any amounts received from the Pewsey Area Board. 

9. Committee Reports:

9.1. Planning.

Results of recent applications are shown on the Wiltshire Council website.
9.2. Rights of Way.

It was reported that a new bridleway had been created between the footpath to Ham and the Ridgeway. Wiltshire Council had not yet adopted it but it was understood that this was in hand. People were encouraged to use it as lack of use could lead to losing it.
9.3. Highways and Surface Water.

The drain alongside the Mini Green had been unblocked but clearance of the drain along the main green would have to wait for drier weather.
Plans were in place to repair the concrete edge of the Lynch drain.

It was reported that the road between Cuttings Hill and the A338 was badly potholed.

9.4. Local Transport.

It was reported that the new franchise arrangements, effective from December 2012, may include an hourly service from Reading to Westbury.
9.5. Neighbourhood Watch.

It was suggested that it was difficult to know how to contact the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators. Kester Shelton is the only person with contact details. Kester is to contact coordinators to obtain their agreement for their contact details to be made public.
9.6. Environmental Matters

The Lynch drain was dealt with in 9.3 above. 
9.7. Education.

Nothing to report

9.8. Shalbourne Club.

It was agreed that the Shalbourne Club, as owner, was responsible for the inspection and insurance of the play area.
It was reported that the group working on the new pavilion were obtaining costings and were hoping to report progress in the next issue of the Parish Magazine.
10. Correspondence

All correspondence received has been circulated by e-mail.
It was noted that, now the trial period had ended, the annual cost of one licence for the parish website was £50 which would be paid by the Council. This would be held by Andrew Blake. Mike Lockhart would no longer hold a licence.  
11. Any Other Business:

None

12. Next Meeting :

Tuesday 11 September 2012. 

Meeting Closed 9.25 pm
ATTACHMENT 1
Police Report

Shalbourne Parish:

We are happy to advise that during the month of June no incidents of crime were reported for the Parish of Shalbourne. 

Surrounding Areas:

Burglaries:

The month of June has continued to see burglaries in most areas; the majority of these have taken place in outbuildings such as sheds and garages. Overnight on 27th June 2012 two burglaries to outbuildings occurred in Milton Lilbourne. Please can you advise all your residents to ensure that all outbuildings are kept as secure as possible.  Also, please report to us of any suspicious persons or activity around all premises in general. We have attached an outbuilding security guide which shows some useful tips for home security.

A couple of farms in the area (the nearest being Wolfhall) have also fallen victim to burglaries with items stolen ranging from machinery to milk powder. 

Fuel Thefts:

From the West of our policing region to the East we have seen several fuel thefts; from farm machinery having fuel siphoned as was the case in Upavon to cars having their fuel tanks drilled into in Great Bedwyn, this is a concern. Whenever possible please park your car in your garage.

Cycle Thefts:

We are dealing with three non-dwelling burglaries which occurred in Wootton Rivers.  Five high value bicycles were stolen overnight on 14th June from the detached garages of three seperate properties. The cycles stolen include a Cannondale Trail 6, Bianchi Via Nirone 7, Planet X in black and a Scott Scale 50.  

Speeding:

Recently we have had traffic officers in our local area performing speed checks. This coupled with the efforts of the Community Speed Watch teams are creating a positive effect in tackling speeding in the area. 

If you have any information relating to the above incidents or would like to make contact with your Neighbourhood Policing Team please contact us on 101 or email pewseynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

Kind regards,

Teresa

Pc 2460 HERBERT

Community Beat Manager Pewsey East

