Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 13th November 2012 at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Peter Blanthorn (Chairman), Stella Zweck, Jeremy Gayer, Will Parton, Nigel Titchen,  Lois Philipps and Mike Lockhart
The Chairman welcomed all present. 

1. Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Amber Barker and Kester Shelton 
2. Declaration of Interest:

None.
3.  Wiltshire Police Report:
PC Herbert had sent apologies for her absence. The Police Report, Attachment 1, was discussed. It was noted that incidents were not being reported through the Neighbourhood Watch system, this would be investigated.

It appeared that there had been an increase in local burglaries and this had coincided with the increase in construction work around the village. 

It was emphasised that everyone should be encouraged to ring the 101 number to report any suspicious or unusual activity.   
.

4. Wiltshire Council Report:
Clr Wheeler reported that Wilts CC were now preparing their budget for 2013/14, it was hoped that Council Tax would remain unchanged.

The Pewsey Area Board had approved the request for funds to refurbishment the tennis court and the grant, together with a contribution from the Section 106 money meant that the work could start. Clr Wheeler reported that Wilts CC would be unable to pay invoices directly from the #106 money, the cash would be passed to the Parish Council who would pay the invoices. This would mean that the Council had to claim back the VAT with the consequent adverse effect on short term cash flow.

Clr Wheeler undertook to investigate why an officer in Wilts CC had stated that there had been consultation with the school and council concerning the provision of bins to the school when no such consultation had taken place.

Clr Wheeler undertook to find out why there had been no action from Wilts CC following the lighting survey two years ago and why Wilts CC seemed to be repeating the exercise.

Clr Wheeler reported that Wilts CC had selected BT to upgrade broadband coverage in Wiltshire. A list of areas to be targeted would be published in the new year.
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting:

It was proposed by Los Philipps and seconded by Will Parton and agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2012 be approved and that the Chairman be authorised to sign them. 
6. Matters Arising:
None except those dealt with elsewhere in these minutes. 

7. Finance:
7.1. Payments

It was proposed by Mike Lockhart and seconded by Will Parton and agreed that the following payments and transfers should be made:
Grass Cutting 2 cuts




£ 90.00

Transfer from Reserve to Current Account

£100.00
Bank Account balance after the above transactions -





Reserve Account
£ 8483.25





Current Account
£     65.23






Total

£ 8548.48

It was requested and agreed that original invoices should be available for expenditure to be approved.
It was agreed that quotes for grass cutting for 2013 should be obtained.

7.2. Preliminary Budget 2013/14

The Council discussed the likely budget requirements for 2013/14 based on the table in Attachment 2. It was emphasised that this did not involve any commitment to the budget, this would be done at the January meeting, the current discussion was a scoping exercise.

It was agreed that the following points required clarification:

a) Combining headings for Chairman’s expenses and telephone/postage;

b) The grant to the Good Companions given that numbers had fallen from 30 to 4. The Good Companions would be asked to clarify their future plans;

c) The amount required for the Village website, thought to be £50 this year and next; 

d) Cost of grass cutting which would be based on quotes received.

Based on the preliminary figures, it appeared that the precept would be in the region of £2,000 to £3,000. 

8. Tennis Court:

As reported above funding has now been received.  Work will start soon but the final marking will only take place in spring or early summer when the weather was better(!).

 The possibility of opening a separate bank account for this funding was discussed. It was agreed that this was an unnecessary complication but the Parish Council requested that expenditure and grants received for the tennis court should be clearly differentiated in the books and reports to the Council.  

9. Committee Reports:

9.1. Planning.

It was noted that applications E/2012/1238/TCA and E/2012/1254/TCA had been approved by e-mail, no objections having been received. Applications E/2012/1299/FUL, E/2012/1308/TCA, E/2012/1313/FUL, E/2012/1350/FUL and E/2012/1308/TCA had been dealt with at an earlier meeting. 
9.2. Rights of Way.

It was agreed to obtain notices on dog fouling from Wilts CC (Clr Wheeler to provide contact). These would be posted on village footpaths with particular emphasis on the path between the school and church.
9.3. Highways and Surface Water.

Wiltshire Council had been informed that the concrete edge of the Lynch drain was in danger of collapsing and had stated that it would be repaired. Any collapse could lead to flooding.
The clearing of the village green ditch awaited action from Wilts CC.

It was reported that the subsidence around the manhole cover in Rivar Road, installed as part of the Ropewind development was worsening. This had been reported to Wiltshire Council but so far no action had been taken.
The recent rains had brought flooding particularly around the drain near Cruck Cottage. Again this had been brought to the attention of Wilts CC with no action.
9.4. Local Transport.

It was noted that various discussions were taking place on the implications of the electrification of the south west service and the need to maintain direct services from Bedwyn and Hungerford to Reading. Claire Perry and other local MP’s had been lobbying the Ministry of Transport to persuade them that electrification should go through Wiltshire. Those that supported this were urged to write to Ms Perry to show strength of local support. The Wiltshire Council response was being coordinated by Richard Gamble. 
9.5. Neighbourhood Watch.

Covered under Police Report above..
9.6. Environmental Matters

Covered under Highways and Surface Water above. 
9.7. Education.

Nothing to report. 
9.8. Shalbourne Club.

It was reported that the group working on the new pavilion had obtained budget costings but these were too high to be affordable by a village the size of Shalbourne. Moving to a prefabricated structure did not reduce the cost significantly as most of the expenditure related to the foundations. Revised plans were now being examined. There would be a fuller report at the Shalbourne Club AGM (Tuesday 20th November, Village Hall).

It was suggested that the Shalbourne Club should try to communicate more widely on the results of their work on the pavilion to avoid unnecessary rumours.
10. Correspondence

All correspondence received has been circulated by e-mail.
11. Any Other Business:
None 
12. Next Meeting :

Tuesday 8th  January 2013. 

Meeting Closed 9.15 pm
ATTACHMENT 1
Police Report
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11th November 2012, 

Several crimes have occurred in the parish in recent weeks; 

Dwelling burglaries; 

10th October – daytime burglary – wooden front door forced open, cash and jewellery stolen.

Overnight to 10th November – double glazed doors to dwelling forced open, theft of a fridge freezer, Devlat radio and an air compressor.

Theft of heating oil;

Between 10th to 14th October – by unknown means, offenders removed all the heating oil from a tank. 

Crimes in our surrounding area;

Non-dwelling burglaries;

Milton Lilbourne – overnight to 11th October – entry to four garages – padlocks and wood doors forced, buildings searched, items stolen included a Stihl chain saw and alcohol.

Wootton Rivers – overnight to 11th October - Bianchi (red and black in colour) pedal cycle stolen from a detached garage.

Wexcombe – overnight to 30th October – forced entry to farm building.

Theft from vehicles;

Wilton – 13th October – theft of gardening equipment and containers of fuel.

Wilton Windmill – 25th October – theft from a parked and unattended vehicle

Marten – 25th October – theft of red diesel from an excavator

Hare coursing;

11th October – vehicles seen involved in hare coursing in Wiltshire and Thames valley;  green Suburu, silver Suburu and a blue Nissan Terrano. 

East Grafton – 24th October – three males with dogs detained and reported for daytime trespass on land in pursuit of game. 

Criminal damage to a vehicle;

Easton Royal - 21st October – damage caused to a parked and unattended vehicle.

If you have any information regarding the above incidents or any other Police related matters please contact us via telephone number 101 or via email to pewseynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk. 

Crime prevention;

Please give some thought and time to target hardening your homes and property; 

Consider fitting locks to your fuel tanks, and site them within a structure such as a shed or a cage if possible. Wireless fuel tank alarms are also available which provide an audible alarm or a text message to mobiles or landlines. 

The use of security lighting, securing fencing and keeping gates to driveways closed is also of benefit. 

For open sided structures consider fitting a beam alarm – which sends a message to phones if activated.

Community Consultation;

PCSO CAMILLERI will be available at 1100 hours on Wednesday 19th December 2012 at Shalbourne Post Office for you to drop by if you wish to discuss any matters of concern.

Kind regards, 

Pc 2460 Teresa HERBERT

Community Beat Manager Pewsey East 

ATTACHMENT 2
Budget Scope – 2013/14
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Budget

Actual 

Estimate

Budget

2012/13

2012/13

2013/14

2013//14

Hall Hire

150

150

200

 

Telephone/Postage

10

13

10

Insurance

390

302

390

Audit Fees

350

60

100

Village events

300

440

500

Election Costs

0

0

0

Chairman's Expenses

100

47

100

Training

100

0

100

CPRE

30

29

30

WALC/NALC

180

186

200

Community First

40

36

40

Grass Cutting

1500

675

700

Skip Hire

200

0

0

Christmas Tree

85

95

100

 

Good Companions

280

336

500

Play Area

578

0

578

Tennis Court VAT can be reclaimed

0

0

3545

Village Website

0

0

50

Village Hall refurbishment

0

0

500

Misc Small Grants

500

0

500

Total

4793

2369

8143

0

2013/14

8,143

Less VAT reclaimable

3,545

       Budget less VAT

4,598

Contingencies or

 

                Working Balance

 

5,000

Total Required

9,598

Less Expected Balance

    in hand at 31 March 2012

8,000

Precept Required

1,598

2013/14  Precept requested

?

2,000.00

106 Agreement

Proposed 

Balance 

payment

Available

106 Agreement funds available

23780

Play Area Funds available 

578

Pewsey Area Board Grant

 

5000

Play Area equipment estimate

 

 

Tennis Court refurbishment payment

17720

plus VAT

29358

11638

Wiltshire Council has agreed to release up to £17500 

from the 106 money

This is to be reduced by any amount received from the Pewsey Area board.

The Parish Council will pay £3500 VAT but this can be reclaimed later.

  Shalbourne Parish Council Precept Requirement

 Budget 


