Shalbourne Annual Parish Assembly

17 April 2012
Minutes

1. Introduction

Peter Blanthorn , Chairman, welcomed those attending.

2. Police Report.

PC Teresa Herbert introduced herself as  the new Community Beat Manager covering Shalbourne. She will be assisted by PCSO’s Jo Sadd and Melissa Camilleri. She encouraged contact if police services were required  through the 101 number or e mail through the Wiltshire Police website “Policing in Your Area”.

There have been two recent incidents of theft in the area: heating oil from Ham and plants from the Ropewind site. PC Herbert asked residents to report anything suspicious. She also reported that thieves were targeting catalytic converters particularly from 4 x 4’s and emphasised the need to keep them secure.

It has been recommended that Shalbourne become a Neighbourhood Policing Team priority. This will be discussed by the Area Board on 18th April.

The full police report is shown in Attachment 1.

3. School Report

The School Report  is shown in Attachment 2 and is available on the Village website (www.shalbourne.org). 

4. Wiltshire Councillor Report

Stuart Wheeler sent apologies for absence. His report is available on both the village and Wiltshire council websites.
5. Parish Council Report.

Peter Blanthorn outlined the areas of responsibility of each member of the Council but emphasised that problems could be addressed to any member of the Council.

The accounts for the year 2011/12 and the budget for 2012/13 were available. It was reported that they had been agreed by Bob Tweddle in his role as independent scrutineer. They are shown in Attachment 3.

Ropewind (currently known by some as “the Ridings” was nearing completion when it would revert to being Ropewind. The Village green had been tidied with overhanging branches removed. The Section 106 money was still being held. There was a need for work on both the tennis court and the children’s play area, unfortunately both could not be fully funded. Although Wiltshire Council had advised that the money could not be used for the pavilion replacement this had been queried and was under further investigation. There was a general feeling that the money should be used sooner rather than later.

Stella Zweck reported that most of the potholes had been filled in. Wiltshire have said that they will provide  the large drain cleaning vehicle at least once a year.

It was noted that the ditch on the footpath to Ham beyond the Lynch was becoming blocked. It was agreed to follow this up. 

It was suggested that a footpath walk should be organised. It was agreed to follow this up.

6. Church.

No report had been received but the Church’s activities had been fully documented in the Parish magazine.

7. Shalbourne Club

No report was received.

8. Neighbourhood Watch.

Kester Shelton (coordinator)  reported on the activities of the Neighbourhood Watch. Coverage is being reviewed and it is hoped, subject to agreement,  to include the telephone numbers of volunteers. A list of the volunteers can be found on the village website under the “Emergencies” tab.

9. Local Charities.

Bob Tweddle reported on the activities of the Shalbourne Relief Fund. This fund is a consolidation of various gifts and bequests to the village and provides at Christmas gift vouchers, redeemable at the village shop. This is the first year where vouchers rather than cash have been given and it has proved popular.

Mr. Tweddle asked that anyone knowing of potential recipients should get in touch with him or any other trustee.     

The meeting was followed by a meeting of the Village Hall Committee.

ATTACHMENT 1

POLICE REPORT
SHALBOURNE AND HAM                                                         17th April 2012

Firstly, I am delighted to be in attendance this evening, I would like to introduce myself, most of you have yet to meet me; I am the new Community Beat Manager for Pewsey East. I am looking forward to working with the Parish Council team and also in partnership with the wider community.

Also new to the area is Police Community Support Officers Jo SADD and another colleague who is joining the team on 28th April is Melissa CAMILLERI. We can be contacted via Wiltshire Police on the 101 number or via Wiltshire Police website ‘Policing in your area’ where you can email our team directly. 

In relation to incidents within your area within the past month I can report the following;

Between 2300/10/04/2012 -0400/11/04/2012 – theft of 1300 litres of heating oil from a private property in Ham.

Between 1700/11/04/2012 – 0700/12/04/2012 – theft of two bay trees and grey teraccotta pots from Bellway Homes, Rivar road, Ham.

Enquiries are ongoing regarding these crimes. I would also like to take this opportunity to ask you all to report any suspicious activity, persons or vehicles to us. If there is any other matter, again please make contact. We are here to help.

Ps LOGUE is requesting this area become part of the Neighbourhood Policing Team priority at the forthcoming area board meeting tomorrow morning. This will involve additional targeted patrols by Response teams in addition to our team. 

There have been several thefts of catalytic converters from the surrounding areas, please familiarise yourself with the following advice from Wiltshire Police Crime Prevention Officer, Amanda Clarke; ‘If you run a petrol car you need to be aware of the risk of catalytic converter theft, particularly if your car has large ground clearance. Thieves are targeting catalysts – located in the exhaust system under the vehicle – because of the high value of the precious metals they contain.

Catalytic converters (CATs) have been fitted in the exhaust of the majority of petrol cars manufactured since 1992 and by chemical reaction substantially reduce harmful pollutants from the exhaust. Precious metals – platinum, palladium and rhodium – are coated onto the surface of the catalytic converter and this is what the thieves are after.

Taller vehicles (4x4s, motorhomes) are particularly vulnerable as the converters are more accessible. Because they tend to have larger engines, they contain more of the precious metals too.

There are some simple steps you can take to reduce the risk of becoming a victim of this type of theft.

1. Wherever possible garage your car.

2. If not garaged, park your car in a well lit area.

3. If you have more than one vehicle, block the high clearance vehicle in with the low clearance vehicle(s).

4. Install a security device to protect the catalytic converter. There are many available including alarms and locks or simply welding the bolts shut.

5. Mark your catalytic converter with an etched serial number, metal marking fluid or indestructible stickers. Be sure to display the warning stickers in the vehicle window. Marking will act as a deterrent as well as assisting police with detection of offenders and is not expensive.

6. Overwintered or occasionally used Motorhomes should be securely stored in a locked fenced area where possible.

7. Be aware of people working under cars. If they appear at all suspicious call the police.

Thank you, 

Teresa

Pc 2460 HERBERT

Pewsey East Neighbourhood Policing Team.

ATTACHMENT 2
Shalbourne Church of England Primary School

The key to a maintaining a successful school is the continuity and stability of the staff. At Shalbourne School we are fortunate to have an exceptional teaching team. Our three permanent staff, supported by our regular supply team, and our teaching assistants mean that we are able to provide a superb learning opportunity for all the pupils in our care. We also recognise the valuable contribution made by our village friends who come into school to hear readers and supervise many other activities.

This year has been a full and busy one. We had an Ofsted inspection followed by a Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools (SIAS). The SIAS inspector wrote in her report that ‘the distinctiveness and effectiveness of Shalbourne as a Church of England school is outstanding’. She went on to comment that the Christian ethos, driven by the vision of the headteacher and fully supported by staff, governors and parents, is evident throughout the school. The positive and creative approach to learning is reflected in the children’s outstanding spiritual and moral development. The children’s very good social and cultural awareness has a positive impact on their attitude to life. This is praise, indeed and should be ‘music to the ears’ of all in this village.
Pupil numbers have again increased, and we continue to have children transferring from other schools. The pre-school and toddler group activities on site continue to flourish and really do make the transition into ‘proper’ school a happy one and demonstrate the benefit of community cohesion.

Our collaborative venture in the Marlborough Cluster Partnership (14 primary schools and 1 secondary) has developed with much benefit to staff, children and governors. In our 2011 report I said that there would be changes ahead in funding and services which will no longer be available to us through the Local Authority. This has happened, and through the auspices of the new partnership we have explored the provision of the expertise and services that we need. We are fortunate to have Mrs Viv Withers as our administration officer, her expertise and knowledge ensuring that we make the most effective use of our very limited budget

Since my last report:

· The wire mesh fence adjacent to the road has been replaced with a more aesthetically pleasing paling fence. 

· A new ball court has been constructed with a proper safety surface to the rear of the mobile building and we have been able to incorporate environmentally friendly beetle banks as part of the facility.

The future use of the existing playground is subject to consultation and is as yet undecided; the children are making many different suggestions! The provision of a canopy for the space between the classrooms at the rear of the building so that parents have somewhere to wait under cover and where the children will be able to continue with outdoor activities even in inclement weather is currently under investigation.

The Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA) provides amazing fundraising ventures and its members’ enthusiasm and support is much appreciated.

Music continues to feature in school and our special thanks go to Mrs Pollitt for sharing her love of music and for her extraordinary ability to inspire the young musicians. Many of the children make such good progress that they are able to take part in outside events such as the Small Schools Music Festival and the Dance Festival. All the children have the opportunity to play an instrument, and those of you who have attended productions and services will know just how much this boosts self-confidence in our young performers. 

As previously reported, drama, sports events, first aid, hand bells, gardening and cooking are all available to the children, most of whom are enthusiastic supporters of after-school clubs. 

The children have a good understanding of their locality and the wider world, particularly through their partnerships with schools in Harrow as well as global links with schools in Spain and Rwanda. Shalbourne School fully embraces this ideal and unusually for a village primary school teaches French and Spanish languages as an integral part of the curriculum.

The church community of St Michael and All Angels has a positive impact on the lives of children. The previous Vicar, Nicolas Leigh-Hunt was a regular and familiar visitor to the school, and we believe that the new incumbent, who will be inducted shortly, fully intends to develop his role within the school. In the meantime we have welcomed members of the PCC during the interregnum and valued their contribution to school life. Worship in school is highly valued and has an excellent influence on the children. It is significant that all children refer to ‘worship’ as opposed to ‘assembly ‘, and they are proud of their respective duties in preparing for worship. The children also attend festival services, end of term services, and leavers’ services in the church. 

The Governing Body has remained constant, and we do thank all the governors for their commitment to the school for what is an increasingly heavy responsibility.

Shalbourne is an outstanding Church school, where the welfare and achievement of all the pupils is paramount. The Parish Council and the community should be proud to be a part of it. Mrs Ruth Matthews, the staff and the governors look forward to even more progress in the year ahead, and hope that you will continue to support us.

Jennifer Blake





                                      
9th April 2012

Chairman of the Governors

ATTACHMENT 3

Financials

 [image: image1.wmf]Shalbourne Parish Council   Estimated expenditure / Budget for 2012/13

Budget

Actual 

Estimate

Budget

2011/12

2011/12

2012/13

2012/13

Clerks Salary

0

0

0

0

Hall Hire

150

150

150

150

Office Equipment

0

0

0

0

Telephone/Postage

10

12

10

10

Insurance

350

374

390

390

Audit Fees

370

342

350

350

Queens Diamond Jubilee

0

130

200

300

Election Costs

0

0

0

0

Chairmans Expenses

100

60

100

100

Training

0

0

0

100

CPRE

30

29

30

30

WALC/NALC

180

177

180

180

Community First

40

36

40

40

Society of Local Clerks

0

0

0

0

Grass Cutting

1200

1220

1500

1500

Skip Hire

300

0

200

200

Christmas Tree

85

85

85

85

Good Companions

450

276

280

280

Play Area

470

0

578

578

Churchyard

0

0

0

0

Village Website

0

0

0

0

Shalbourne Club

2843

paid in 2010/11

0

0

Village Hall

1500

paid in 2010/11

0

0

Misc Small Grants

500

0

500

500

Community Fund

1743

paid in 2010/11

0

0

School

623

paid in 2010/11

0

0

Total

10944

2891

4593

4793

2012/13

4,793

Contingencies or

 

                Working Balance

 

5,000

Total

9,793

Less Expected Balance

    in hand at 31 March 2012

11,000

Precept Required

-1,207

2012/13  Precept required

NIL

         Shalbourne Parish Council Precept Requirements

 Budget (as agreed 10/01/2012)
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Bank Reconciliation Statement for Year Ended 31st March 2012

Balance per Bank Statements

31/03/2011

31/03/2012

£13,077.53

NatWest Reserve Account 20544189

£10,382.27

£692.68

NatWest Current Account 20504568

£45.86

-£623.00

Un-presented Cheques

£0.00

£13,147.21

Total Balance as at 31st March

£10,428.13

Cash Book Balances

31/03/2011

31/03/2012

£23,902.21

Balance Brought Forward at 1st April

£13,147.21

£14,872.72

Add Total Receipts (see below)

£859.98

£38,774.93

£14,007.19

£25,627.72

Less Total Payments  (see below)

£3,579.06

£13,147.21

Balance Carried Forward at 31st March

£10,428.13

£0.00

Liabilities  

£0.00

£13,147.21

Balance less Liabilities

£10,428.13

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Receipts and Payments Summary

Receipts

31/03/2011

31/03/2012

£13,500.00

Precept                      

£0.00

£7.72

Interest                     

£4.74

£0.00

Ushers Sign Rental    

£30.00

£0.00

V.A.T. Refund             

£825.24

£0.00

Play Area Board

£0.00

£1,365.00

Play Area Dionations

£0.00

£14,872.72

Total Receipts

£859.98

Payments

31/03/2011

£180.40

General Administration

£65.50

£0.00

Staff Costs

£0.00

£432.00

Section 137 Payments

£376.00

£22,335.12

Single Payments 

£681.50

£1,128.52

Grass Cutting

£1,220.00

£62.98

Skip Hire, Wiltshire

£0.00

£991.88

Other Payments (Summary) P.T.O.

£1,027.48

£496.82

V.A.T.

£208.58

£25,627.72

Total Payments

£3,579.06

 

 

Chairman                                                       

Vice Chairman                 

 

___________________                               

____________________
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Other Payments Summary for year Ended 31st March 2012

31/03/2011

31/03/2012

£0.00

Community First Subscription

£36.00

£146.41

W.A.L.C. Subscription

£147.68

£319.47

Insurance

£373.80

£192.00

Village Hall Hire

£156.00

£29.00

C.P.R.E. Subscription

£29.00

£305.00

Mazars (Auditors Fee)

£285.00

£991.88

Total Other Payments

£1,027.48

**********************************************************

Shalbourne Parish Council

Supporting Statement for Year Ended 31st March 2012

2011

2012

Assets

£525.30

Parish Chest

£525.30

£1,100.00

Parish Notice Boards

£1,100.00

£60.00

FAX Machine

£60.00

£80.00

Filing Cabinet

£80.00

£20.00

Fireproof Safe

£20.00

£1,785.30

Total Assets

£1,785.30

£0.00

Borrowings

£0.00

£0.00

Leases

£0.00

Debts Outstanding

£798.62

V.A.T.

208.58

£0.00

Tenancies  a) As Landlord

£0.00

£0.00

                  b) As Tenant

£0.00

Section 137 Payments

£432.00

Shalbourne Good Companions

£276.00

£0.00

Shalbourne & Ham WI

£100.00

£432.00

Total 137 Payments

£376.00

£0.00

Agency work

£0.00

£0.00

Advertising & Publicity

£0.00

£0.00

Superannuation

£0.00

 

 

Chairman                                                     

Vice Chairman       

___________________                                _________

________________


