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Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 18 September 2014 at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Mike Lockhart (Chairman), Peter Blanthorn, Carole Fisher, Bob Walker, Stella Zweck, 


1. Introduction:
The Parish Council paid tribute to the contribution to the Parish made by the late Julian Hooper. Julian, supported by Malle, had been active in many aspects of village life not least as a Parish Councillor. The Council expressed its condolences to Malle

2. Apologies:
Received from James Stafford and Dianah Shaw


3. Declaration of Interest:
There was no declaration of interest


4. Wiltshire Police Report:
Apologies for absence had been received from PC Herbert who was policing the Pewsey Carnival. The Police report, previously circulated and shown in Attachment 1, was discussed.  It was noted that there had been two thefts of quad bikes, from Shalbourne and Bedwyn. PC Herbert had reported that there had been a number of incidents involving cold callers preying on elderly residents including one impersonating a police officer. As always it was emphasised that if there was any doubt about the identity of a caller – call the police.
It was reported that a new Community Support Officer, Jonathan Mills, had joined the team.

5. Wiltshire Council Report

Councillor Stuart Wheeler announced that following consultations between Wilts Council highways and legal departments, it had been agreed that Wilts Council would assume responsibility for the metalled part of the Lynch. As responsibility for the Lynch has been a vexed question for over 40 years the Council is grateful for the contributions of all concerned in resolving it.
Ownership of land adjacent to the ditch running past Appledore and therefore responsibility for clearing the ditch was still unresolved. Clr Wheeler undertook to ask Wilts Council legal to do a land registry search.


6. Minutes of the meeting on 17 July 2014:
The minutes of the Parish Council AGM on 17th July 2014 were considered. It was proposed by Carole Fisher,  seconded by Bob Walker and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.
	

7. Matters Arising: 
Dealt with during the meeting

8. Committee Reports

8.1. Planning
It was noted that the Planning Sub Committee had dealt with the following applications since the last meeting: 14/06633/TCA; 14/06296/FUL; 14/08153/FUL; 14/08175/FUL.

8.2.  Rights of Way
Nothing to report

8.3. Highways
The holes at the Ham Road/Kingston Road junction have been filled in albeit without the underlying cause being identified. A village icon has disappeared. Wilts Council has been notified of repair work required at: the junction of the A338 and Mill Lane; the bridge over the stream on Mill Lane where gravel accumulates; the side of the road west of the Ham Road junction and various other points in the village. It is hoped this will take place soon together with cleaning the drains. Wilts Council had also been asked to repaint the road signs which were becoming faded
8.4. Local Transport
Clr Wheeler said that in the coming year the decrease in central funding made it increasingly likely that services would be cut. He was requested to ask that Shalbourne be included in any consultations. 

8.5. Environmental Matters
Nothing to report

8.6. Education
Nothing to report.

8.7. Club Liaison
Nothing to report.

9. Play Area
It was reported that there had been an increase in dog fouling both on the sports field and, unbelievably, in the children’s play area. The grass cutters had been unable to cut the play area because of this. This was unhygienic, antisocial and dangerous. Even if dog faeces was picked up in the children’s play area there would be some residue. It was therefore unanimously agreed that dogs should be banned from the play area. The Parish Council will purchase the appropriate signs and also provide a canine “hitching post” outside the area.

10. Settlement Boundary
The Council looked at the proposed revised settlement boundaries. Most of the changes represent a small increase in the village area to take account of increased garden sizes. It was felt that there would be no significant impact on the village but any future proposals which involved increasing the village area should be resisted.

11. Finance
11.1. The receipt of a VAT refund of £1793.99 was noted.
11.2. It was proposed by Peter Blanthorn, seconded by Stella Zweck and unanimously agreed that the following payments be made:
11.2.1. CPRE				 			- £36.00
11.2.2. For grass cutting					- £270.00
11.3. I n theory the last grass cutting had been done , however it was likely that the contractor would be requested to make a further cut.
11.4. It was noted that the gate to the play area was broken. It was agreed that the Council should pay for this work.
11.5.  The outstanding balances following the above transactions as shown in Attachment 2 were noted.

	 



12. Correspondence
12.1. Update on broadband 
It is apparently impossible to get anything more detailed on the provision of faster broadband to the village than can be obtained from Wilts online who say that a survey “should” take place in early 2015 with the “hope” of faster connections in June 2015.


12.2. Response on the Lynch from Wilts Council 
See item 5 above.
12.3. Wilts Fire Service Consultation
A consultation is taking place on closer cooperation between Wilts and Dorset Fire and Rescue Services including the option of amalgamation. The feeling was that for Shalbourne and villages in east Wiltshire, cooperation with Berkshire, which already happens on an operational level, was more important.
12.4. Preparation of 2015/16 Budget.
The next council meeting will consider the budget for 2015/16. Any organisation which is likely to want a grant from the Parish Council is requested to let the Parish Council know so we can include it in our budget


Date of next meeting: Thursday 6th November 2014 at 8.00 pm

Meeting Closed 8.45 pm
 


ATTACHMENT 1
Police Report
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Saturday 13th September 2014
We have been investigating the following crimes in the Parish, since 1st July 2014. 
Criminal damage. 
Overnight to 09/07/2014 barbed wire and sheep fencing cut.
Non-dwelling burglary.
Between 1900/11/07/2014 – 0900/12/07/2014 entry to a cabinet attached to a garage and boiler removed. 
Non-dwelling burglary.
Between 0100- 0630/27/08/2014 entry to outbuildings, quad bike removed and an attempt made to hotwire, vehicle recovered nearby.  
 Theft.
1133/05/09/2014; theft of gardening machinery from two vehicles whilst workmen were nearby. Items stolen – two Stihl hedgecutters and a Stihl backpack power leaf blower. . We are eager to identify a black Ford Focus and occupants, one of whom was described as of asian ethnicity or tanned complexion, dark hair, with slicked back or wet hair, seen at scene at the time of this incident. 

 Crimes in other east villages since 12th July 2014.
Oxenwood. Suspicious activity. 
2309/18/07/2014 old transit type van, with ladders on roof, colour white, seen making off from a farm in the area. 
Great Bedwyn. Criminal damage.
0345/20/07/2014; High street, Great Bedwyn. Damage caused to a minibus by known suspect as he exited the vehicle. The offender is being dealt with via local resolution process. 
Great Bedwyn. Criminal damage. 
Overnight to 26/07/2014 damage caused to a parked and unattended vehicle.
Chisbury. Criminal damage.
28/07/2014; Pane of glass to dwelling door smashed by unknown means.
Great Bedwyn. Dwelling burglary.
Between31/07/2014 – 0800/01/08/2014 entry to insecure property, Dell laptop, cash and gold and silver rings stolen. 
Wexcombe. Non-dwelling burglary.
0052/31/07/2014; Forced entry to outbuilding. Gardening equipment and power tools stolen.  Four males involved. If you sighted any suspicious activity, persons or vehicles in the area of Wexcombe around this time please make contact. 
 Crofton. Theft.
Between 2200/31/07/2014 and 0700/01/08/2014 theft of a white coloured Marina 5 outboard motor from canalside.
Wootton Rivers. Non-dwelling burglary.
Between 2300/05/08/2014 – 0750/06/08/2014 forced entry to a public house. Cash stolen including £100 Scottish notes and a $100 dollar note. 
A338 near Wilton and East Grafton. Criminal damage.
Overnight to 11/08/2014; criminal damage caused to fencing and farmland; driven through by an unknown vehicle. Suspects believed to be hare coursing. 
Current vehicles of interest;
Silver Suzuki Vitara, index X399... Green Peugeot 307 LB03... Red Daihatsu, no index known.

Burbage. Attempt distraction burglary.
1100-1130/18/08/2014. Suspicious male caller to an elderly person’s address, stating he was an off duty police officer, requesting entry to dwelling. None gained. Described as white ethnicity, 30s, 5’5” height, slender build, short back and sides, mousy brown hair. Wearing a short brown jacket, possibly leather, dark trousers and shoes. 
Little Bedwyn. Non-dwelling burglary.
1700/19/08/2014 – 0730/20/08/2014. Theft of a Stihl disc cutter, Makita blades and handsaws from a stable block. 
Savernake. Suspicious activity. 
Prior to 1000/22/08/2014. Tyre tracks and disturbance to property found at a disused stable block. 
Great Bedwyn. Criminal damage. 
Between 10-24/08/2014 damage caused to a parked and unattended vehicle at The Railway Station.
Great Bedwyn. Theft
1045/02/09/2014.  Attempt  theft of a quad bike, driven through the village and subsequently crashed at Newtown.  Two males involved, wearing camouflaged clothing. Using a silver Mitsubishi Shogun, registration VK04... The vehicle had been seen a short time earlier in the Chisbury area. We are eager to locate any witnesses to this incident or other sightings of this vehicle. 
Great Bedwyn. Theft.
Between 1830/06/09/2014 – 0230/07/09/2014 theft of a Samsung Galaxy Note 3 mobile phone during a house party. White in colour, with silver edging. 
Burbage. Suspicious activity. 
1238/10/09/2014. Known male seen going door to door, cold calling for gardening work. Arrested on suspicion of theft/handling Stihl power tools. Enquiries are continuing. 

If you have any information in relation to the above incidents or wish to make contact please email us at pewseynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

Policing operations;
A two night drugs operation was conducted in July, in partnership with Tidworth NPT to disrupt, stop search and deal with offences in relation to the illegal use of controlled drugs. This event also provided intelligence gathering and resulted in the issue of a cannabis street warning to one individual. More recently a further operation was conducted in the Pewsey area and a warrant executed in Tidworth resulting in three persons arrested on suspicion of cultivation of cannabis.  
A rural crime operation was conducted on the evening of 17th August, working in partnership with the Rural Crime Team and Marlborough NPT, covering the Pewsey east villages, in response to an increase in reports of night-time poaching activity and criminal damage to farmland. 

New policing priorities for the east villages;
 Dwelling burglaries in Great Bedwyn
Speed enforcement B3087 Easton Royal, Milton Lilbourne and Little Salisbury. 

Community Messaging. 
Please sign up to our free messaging system, by email, text and voicemail in order to receive information relating to policing and crime in our area. The Pewsey villages are currently trialing this system, along with several other areas in the county. For more information visit www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk
Kind regards, 
Teresa
Pc 2460 HERBERT
Community Beat Manager Pewsey East.



	ATTACHMENT 2


Current Account




	Balance following meeting of 17 July
	
	
	2910.92

	26/08/2014
	VAT refund
	
	1793.99
	4704.91

	18/09/2014
	CPRE
	36.00
	
	4668.91

	18/09/2014
	Grass Cutting
	270.00
	
	4398.91

	18/09/2014
	Post on play area to SC
	
	
	4398.91

	
	Balance following meeting of 18 Sept
	
	4398.91



Deposit Account

	Balance following meeting 14 July
	
	
	4568.43

	
	
	
	4568.43

	Balance following meeting 18 Sept
	
	
	4568.43



#106 Account

Balance before Zip wire 			-		£11130
Expenditure – Zip wire			-		£6626.9
Balance 					-		£4503.1
Expenditure – Cricket				-		£723.33
Balance								£3779.77	
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