Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 16th January 2014 at 8.00 p.m. Kingston Room

Present: Mike Lockhart (Chairman), Peter Blanthorn, Carole Fisher, Dianah Shaw, Bob Walker, Stella Zweck, 

1. Apologies:
Received from James Stafford
2. Declaration of Interest:
The Chairman declared an interest as treasurer of the Cricket Club in respect of item 8.1.2 of the agenda
3. Wiltshire Police Report:
The Police report, previously circulated and shown in Attachment 1, was presented by the Community Beat Officer.  There have been no crimes reported in Shalbourne recently and it was noted that crime levels were the lowest for the last 2 years. Road traffic collisions and motoring offences have been prioritised by the local police. A speed check had been conducted on RIvar Rd with no speeding detected. It was pointed out that most speeding in the village is suspected to occur in the early morning and evening as people drive to and from work.
4. Wiltshire Council Report

Councillor Wheeler inquired about any local flooding.  Shalbourne has been fortunate to escape any significant flooding. It was noted that the drain at the bend near the school had been unblocked by volunteers several times during the heavy rain. Councillor Wheeler agreed to ask for this to be de-silted during routine maintenance.
The Chairman informed Councillor Wheeler that the liability to mend the hole near the Ham turning continued to be investigated. The hole has been in existence since May 2013.
5. Minutes of the meeting 7th November 2013:
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 7th November 2013 were considered. It was proposed by Bob Walker, seconded by Carole Fisher and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.

6. Matters Arising: 

These were dealt with in the meeting. 

7. Broadband

The Chairman informed the meeting that there is a government initiative to roll out super fast broadband to the whole of Wiltshire by the end of 2014. Councillor Wheeler said that the planning of this initiative had been finalised and it now remained for BT physically to install the necessary technology. Dianah Shaw agreed to investigate Shalbourne’s eligibility.

8. Finance:

8.1. Payments 
It was proposed by Dianah Shaw, seconded by Carole Fisher and agreed that the following payments should be approved:

8.1.1.  £105 for hire of the village hall
Mike Lockhart left the room and was replaced as Chairman by Carole Fisher.
8.1.2. Shalbourne Cricket Club requested a grant of £770 (before VAT) from the Parish Council and also requested a grant of £770 (before VAT) from the Section 106 funds. Papers previously circulated.  These grants were approved, proposed by Dianah Shaw and seconded by Bob Walker. It was also agreed that the Parish Council would pay for the sightscreens having received money from the Cricket Club (£770) and the Section 106 funds (£770) and would reclaim the VAT. 
Mike Lockhart returned and resumed as Chairman
8.2. Balances 

8.2.1. The financial position following these transactions as given in Attachment 2 A was noted.
8.2.2.  The balances with respect to the #106 payments shown in Attachment 2 B were noted  

8.3.  2014/15 Budget and Precept
The proposed budget and consequential proposed precept which had been initially discussed at November’s meeting and is set out in Attachment 3 was reviewed and discussed.

It was proposed by Mike Lockhart, seconded by Carole Fisher and agreed that the budget for 2014/15 as set out in Attachment 3 be adopted and that Wiltshire Council be requested to levy a precept for 2014/15 to raise £3,000.  
8.4.  Supervision of Accounts

As Bob Tweddle is leaving Shalbourne a new supervisor of accounts will need to be appointed. It was suggested that Nick Shaw Hardy should be asked – proposed Dianah Shaw, seconded Carole Fisher
9. Grass Cutting
There had only been one quotation for grass cutting for 22014 despite the fact that this had been advertised in the Parish Magazine and local firms had been personally approached. The one quotation had been from the existing contractor who had agreed to maintain 2013’s prices. It was proposed by Bob walker, seconded by Carole Fisher and agreed that the contract should be awarded to G M Smith, the current contractor.  It was agreed, in future years to award the contract, for three years with any increase in charges should be in line with the cost of living each year.
10. Village Charities Trustees
With the departure of Bob Tweddle a new trustee for the village charities needs to be appointed. The Chairman agreed to investigate potential candidates and inform the Council of progress via email.

11. Committee Reports
11.1 Planning

The Council noted the Planning Applications comments on since the last meeting. The results of  Planning application 13/06690/FUL considered at the Planning meeting held before this meeting was “no comment”.
11.2 Rights of Way  

There is a tree down at the bottom of Brook Lane blocking the footpath. Dianah Shaw to inform Polsden Estates

11.3 Highways and surface water
a. The village green drain where it goes under the road to Mr. Pocock’s field is becoming full. Wiltshire Council had agreed to clear it;
b. Wiltshire Council are still investigating ownership of the land on either side of the drain running near Mr. Pocock’s field. However it was noted that this did not flow into the brook but was actually a soakaway;
c. The potholes on Rivar Road had been reported to Wiltshire Council;
d. The Lynch drain had been repaired by Wiltshire Council. A response was awaited in respect of responsibility for the Lynch Road. It appeared to the Parish Council that if the houses on the Lynch had been built for the (then) District Council then responsibility for the Lynch road would have passed to Wilts Council. Councillor Wheeler agreed to ask Wiltshire Council legal department to contact the owners of the social housing to determine if the liability had been passed on.
e. As noted in Item 4, the hole in the Ham road turning had still not been fixed and we are awaiting Wiltshire Council investigation to determine if they or Thames Water were responsible.
It was noted that the recent flooding which had been much worse in the South of the county and even around the Bedwyns meant that routine work had assumed a lower priority.    
11.4 Education 
If all children who have applied take up their places  in September the school will be at its maximum number. There is now a third class in the mornings.
11.5 Shalbourne Club 
The plans for the new pavilion have had their final revision and will now be put in for planning permission.

The Shalbourne Club has agreed to take over the arrangements for the Classic Car Show.

Joshua Hosier has agreed to allow a field to be used for parking at the Classic Car Show in the Autumn which will greatly assist with arrangements.
12. Any Other Business:

12.1. The Citizen’s Advice Bureau has requested a donation. It was agreed that in lieu of a donation they should be offered the opportunity to have a stall at the Classic Car Show.

12.2. New ways of communicating with the village were discussed. It was agreed that an email list should be compiled and a Shalbourne Parish Council facebook page should be set up so that villagers can have the opportunity to be informed and offer opinions to the Council via new media. It was requested that all email should be bcc-ed. Dianah Shaw to set up.

12.3. Dates for future meetings were confirmed as:

Thursday 15 May 2014 

Thursday 17 July 2014 

Thursday 18 Sept 2014 

Thursday 6 Nov 2014 

Thursday 15 Jan 2015 

Thursday 19 March 2015 

Thursday 16 April 2015
Date of next meeting: Thursday 20th March 2014 at 8,00 pm
Meeting Closed 9.00 pm

ATTACHMENT 1
Police Report
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Friday 10th January 2014

No crimes have been reported in this Parish in recent weeks. 

Crimes in nearby areas;

Great Bedwyn

Criminal damage

Between 0700 – 1700/03/12/2013 damage caused to a parked and unattended vehicle. 

Theft;
Prior to 01/01/2014 theft of a quantity of heating oil, from a property within the village. It is believed the incident occurred within the past three months.

Policing priority; Community safety and traffic matters
In response to a range of concerns reported by members of the community and a number of road traffic collisions in the east villages we are focusing upon a priority to help keep our communities safe on our roads during this winter period. Traffic operations involving speed enforcement , dealing with seatbelt and mobile phone offences will remain our priority over the coming weeks. 

Crime statistics;

	EC11 Pewsey East
	Crime
	 
	Detections*
	 

	
	12 Months to December 2012
	12 Months to December 2013
	Volume Change
	% Change
	 
	12 Months to December 2012
	12 Months to December 2013
	 

	Victim Based Crime 
	146
	189
	+43
	+29.5%
	 
	11%
	12%
	 

	Domestic Burglary
	10
	13
	+3
	+30.0%
	 
	30%
	23%
	 

	Non Domestic Burglary
	41
	37
	-4
	-9.8%
	 
	0%
	3%
	 

	Vehicle Crime
	23
	34
	+11
	+47.8%
	 
	13%
	3%
	 

	Criminal Damage & Arson
	16
	40
	+24
	+150.0%
	 
	19%
	5%
	 

	Violence Against The Person
	15
	20
	+5
	+33.3%
	 
	27%
	65%
	 

	ASB Incidents (YTD)
	58
	45
	-13
	-22.4%
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 


Since mid November there has been a significant reduction in crimes throughout the east villages;  targeted patrols and target hardening measures in partnership with our farming community in particular has assisted in reducing the volume of criminal damage reports to farmland, gates and fencing. 

Incidents in other areas;

Burbage

Theft;

Between 4th – 11th December 2013, theft of monies from a cash box located in a communal area of a housing complex. 

Between 0800/21/12/2013 – 1000/28/12/2013, theft of disused tractor batteries from a farm. 

Suspicious activity;

Easton Royal

Between 1000/19/12/2013 – 1000/20/12/2013 a padlock has been removed from a field gate and the field driven through, suspects possibly engaged in poaching activity.

Theft;

Ham

At approximately 0430/02/01/2014 theft of aluminum Ivor Williams canopy to a Ford Ranger. Described as with a mesh grill to its rear, front fitted with glass to window. Observations requested for a silver coloured Mitsubishi L200 seen in the area several times in the week prior to the theft and for any sightings of a vehicle towing a trailer in the area around the time of the incident.

If you have any information in relation to the above incidents or would like to speak with a member of our team please contact us via telephone 101 or email pewseynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk

Best regards, 

Pc 2460 HERBERT. 

Community Beat Manager Pewsey East.

ATTACHMENT 2

Balances

Attachment 1a – Bank accounts

Current Account

	TOTAL to 30 Nov
	
	
	1944.7

	Payment for sightscreens gross
	2772
	
	-827.3

	Received from Cricket Club
	
	770
	-57.3

	Received from Wilts #106
	
	770
	712.7

	Reclaim VAT
	
	462
	1174.7

	Village Hall Hire
	105
	
	1069.7

	TOTAL following Jan 14 PC
	
	
	1069.7


Deposit Account

	Balance following PC meeting 7 Nov
	
	
	5566.18

	Balance following PC meeting Jan 14
	
	
	5566.18


Attachment 1b - #106 Funding

Balance before Zip wire 


-

£11130

Expenditure




-

£6626.9

Balance 




-

£4503.1

NOTE: Does not take into account any grant to Cricket Club

Expires 6 August 2025

ATTACHMENT 3

Budget and Precept

	
	Shalbourne Parish Council   
	
	
	

	
	Estimated expenditure / Budget for 2014/15
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Agreed Budget 2013//14
	Actual 2013/14 to 30 Sept 13
	Projected Out turn 2013/14
	Proposed Budget 2014/15 Nov meet

	
	Hall Hire
	200
	70
	200
	200

	
	Telephone/Postage
	10
	0
	10
	10

	
	Insurance
	390
	303.79
	304
	350

	
	Audit Fees
	100
	120
	120
	120

	
	Village events
	500
	180
	300
	500

	
	Chairman's Expenses
	100
	0
	100
	100

	
	Training
	100
	0
	100
	100

	
	CPRE
	30
	29
	30
	40

	
	WALC/NALC
	200
	164
	164
	200

	
	Community First
	40
	36
	36
	40

	
	Grass Cutting
	810
	756
	870
	870

	
	Skip Hire
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	Christmas Tree
	100
	95
	100
	120

	
	Good Companions
	500
	300
	500
	500

	
	Play Area
	678
	0
	600
	500

	
	VAT to be reclaimed
	3545
	1588.67
	1589
	

	
	Village Website
	50
	67
	67
	70

	
	Village Hall refurbishment
	500
	0
	500
	500

	
	Misc Small Grants
	500
	0
	250
	500

	
	Contribution to PCC for Churchyard
	1000
	700
	700
	700

	
	Total
	9353
	4409
	6540
	5420

	
	Net Total before VAT
	5808
	2821
	4951
	

	  Shalbourne Parish Council Precept Requirement
	2014/15
	
	

	
	 Budget 
	5,420
	
	

	
	Less VAT reclaimable for 2014
	
	0
	
	

	
	       Budget less VAT
	
	5,420
	
	

	
	Contingencies or working balance
	
	5,000
	
	

	
	Total Required
	
	10,420
	
	

	
	Balance at 31 Dec 13
	
	7,511
	
	

	
	Expenditure before y/e
	
	1,750
	
	

	
	VAT to be reclaimed from 2013
	
	1,589
	
	

	
	Balance at y/e
	
	7,350
	
	

	
	Precept Required
	
	3,070
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


