Annual Report
This is the time of year for Annual Meetings, with Parish Councils holding their Annual Parish Council Meetings and hosting Annual Parish Meetings. These meetings provide an important opportunity for Parish Councils and local community groups to report back on the year just passed and to look ahead to the year to come. As your Wiltshire Councillor, I attend these meetings whenever possible and give an annual report, and I hope to see many of you there.
It has been an interesting and, at times, challenging year at Wiltshire Council. The Liberal Democrat minority administration brought forward its budget for 2026/27 alongside a three‑year financial forecast. My Conservative colleagues and I had serious concerns about several elements of the proposed budget and its long‑term impact on Wiltshire taxpayers. These concerns included plans for three‑weekly bin collections, the rebuild of St Stephens Car Park, significant increases in parking charges, and £20 million of new borrowing, contributing to more than £76 million in long‑term costs.
Following a series of U‑turns by the Liberal Democrats — including reversing proposals to close the Household Recycling Centres at Lower Compton and Purton and to cease support for Community Transport — the budget was ultimately passed with the support of Independent and Labour councillors. Regrettably, the alternative Conservative budget, which focused on strategic savings and greater financial stability, was rejected. I remain concerned that this approach will lead to service reductions, harm to the local economy and residents paying the price for decades to come.
At the Full Council Budget Setting meeting, the Conservative opposition speakers raised concerns about proposed parking charge increases, including raising Sunday charges to match Monday–Saturday rates and extending charging hours to 7am–7pm. These changes will inevitably affect hospitality businesses, retail workers and people attending places of worship. A technical Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultation is now open for comments from residents and businesses until 5 May. It is important to be clear that this is not a full public consultation, as the anticipated increase in income is already built into the budget. More worryingly, the Liberal Democrat Leader, Cllr Ian Thorn, has publicly stated that there is a strong case for harmonising parking charges across the county — meaning towns such as Devizes and Melksham could be brought into line with higher‑charging areas like Salisbury. I urge residents to take part in the consultation, even though it is not easy to navigate:

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/18434/Wiltshire-Council-launches-consultation-on-proposed-changes-to-parking-charges
Changes to waste and recycling services have also been agreed, which we spoke out against and voted against. These include moving general household waste (black bin) collections from every two weeks to every three weeks and introducing a slot‑booking system at Household Recycling Centres — changes that many residents are understandably concerned about.
Concerns about highways, road conditions and potholes continue to fill my inbox and are raised regularly at Parish Council meetings. As always, please report issues via the MyWilts app. If problems persist, please escalate them through your Parish Clerk and contact me directly — I am always happy to follow up with highways engineers on your behalf.
 I am particularly concerned that the Liberal Democrat budget relies on borrowing £15 million to supplement the Department for Transport highways maintenance grant. By contrast, the Conservative alternative budget provided £18.6 million of additional revenue funding over three years without borrowing. The £15 million loan is forecast to cost £58 million in interest and charges over 50 years — meaning, quite starkly, that our great‑grandchildren will still be paying for the road repairs carried out over the next few years.
On another matter I am very concerned about possible changes to the funding for the LHFIG groups which many rural parish councils rely on for the funding of urgently needed small highways and footpath projects. I will strongly oppose any changes in this valued service.
Finally, I am extremely worried about the rejection of Wiltshire’s draft Local Plan by Government inspectors following nationally imposed changes that have increased the county’s housing target by 81%. This creates significant uncertainty for communities and increases the risk of speculative planning applications across Wiltshire. The council now faces restarting an extremely complex and costly plan‑making process that is likely to take several years, made even harder by the withdrawal of funding for neighbourhood plans.
I thank all the Parish Councils and their councillors, whom I represent and also the many  community groups who all work tirelessly to keep villages across Pewsey Vale East fantastic places in which to live.
Stuart Wheeler
Wiltshire Councillor for Pewsey Vale East.
Tel: 07764 680252 Email: stuart.wheeler@wiltshire.gov.uk  


