Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 26th March 2026 at 7.30pm  

Present: Mike Lockhart (Chairman), Victoria Astor, Arabella Parton, Sarah Samuel Dianah Shaw, Bill Simpson

1. Introduction 
1.1. The Chairman welcomed those present and opened by meeting. 

2. Apologies for Absence
2.1. Hugo Fitzgerald, Bob Walker and Andy Dolan sent their apologies. 

3. Declaration of Interest
3.1. There were no declarations of interest.

4. Formal Business
4.1. None

5. Minutes of the Last Meeting
5.1. The minutes of the meetings of the Parish Council meeting of 8th January 2026 were considered. It was proposed, seconded and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.

6. Wiltshire Council Report 
6.1. Councillor Wheeler informed the meeting that a revised waste strategy is now being proposed (Attachment 1 to the agenda). He advised that complaints about these new plans should be made directly to Wiltshire Council 
6.2. Councillor Wheeler also remarked that there would be changes to LHFIG grants and the operations of the Parish Steward but as yet these were unknown.

7. Wiltshire Police Report
7.1. Nothing to report. January’s Crime Report (Attachment 2 to the agenda) was noted. 

8. Matters Arising
8.1. Dealt with below.

9. Replacing stiles with gates
9.1. It was agreed that Bill Simpson will now progress this issue. The response from the village identified the stile between Ropewind and the Scott’s field and the stile between Kensington Gardens towards Coxes Lane as being first two most suitable stiles to be replaced by kissing gates.

10. Footpath Diversion
10.1 It was agreed that at long as there was a temporary footpath in place during the diversion the Parish Council would not comment.

11. Speed Survey on A338
11.1. Dianah Shaw informed the meeting that she had requested a speed survey on the A338 between the Marten turning and the northern county border at the latest LHFIG meeting. She also remarked that budgets for LHFIG projects may be reduced so progress may be slow.

12. Playground and surrounding area
12.1. Victoria Astor informed the meeting that the playground equipment has been cleaned and one of the picnic tables repaired. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that a new picnic table should be ordered by Victoria Astor to replace the broken table with the addition of a small fee to assemble the table once it has arrived. It was further agreed that the invoice for this ( £408 for the tables and £50 for assembling)should be paid once the equipment had been satisfactorily installed.   
12.2. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Hugo Fitzgerald should order monkey bars from Home Front . The cost was noted as £963 for supply and £595 for fitting (so £1,558 + VAT all in)
13. Committee Reports
13.1. Planning:
13.1.1.  It was noted that the Council had repeated its objections to the proposed changes at the Grain Store as the modifications did not address the Council’s concern.
13.1.2. It was noted that the Council had agreed not to respond to: PL/2026/01410; PL/2026/01255; PL/2026/01231; PL/2026/00357; PL/2026/00219; PL/2026/00286; PL/2026/00172
13.1.3. It was proposed seconded and agreed the Council should support PL/2026/01500.
13.1.4. lease fill in as usual Mike.
13.2. Highways and Surface Water
13.2.1. Nothing to report.
13.3. Local Transport
13.3.1. Nothing to report.
13.4. Environmental Matters
13.4.1. Nothing to report.
13.5. Shalbourne Club.
13.5.1. Planning for this year’s Classic Car Show has begun.

14. Governance
14.1. It was proposed seconded and agreed that the Council adhered to the principles of governance as set out in Attachment 1. 

15. Finance
15.1.1. It was noted that the following payments, anticipated and budgeted for have been made between meetings:
15.1.1.1. Playground repairs 		-	£700
15.1.1.2. LHFIG for Bagshot signs	-	£497.67
15.1.2. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the following payments should be made:
15.1.2.1. Grant to Mayday Fair					-	£500
15.1.2.2. Reimburse chairman for Wix payment for website host-	£230.40
15.1.2.3. Reimburse chairman for Domain fee at EasySpace	-	£47.92
15.1.3. The balances after the above, Attachment 2, were noted.
15.1.4. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Nick Shaw-Hardie should be asked to act as internal auditor.	

16. Correspondence and Any Other Business 
16.1. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Council should fund the provision of refreshments at the Parish Assembly. 
16.2. The Chairman informed the meeting that he will  not stand again as Chairman at the next Annual Meeting in May. He offered his willingness to give every assistance to ensure a smooth handover. He asked members to consider, before the May meeting who would become the next Chairman.  Dianah Shaw thanked the Chairman for agreeing to act as Chairman for an extra year following last year’s election.
16.3. The meeting closed at 8.09pm. 

ATTACHMENT 1
Principles of Governance

Governance Questionnaire
1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements. Yes. Budget was prepared and agreed by Council. Actual bank balances and expected balances following transactions reported to each meeting.
2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. Yes. Actual and expected balances reported, see above. Dual cheque signatories. Original invoices available at each meeting where expenditure was incurred.
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its business or manage its finance. Yes. Member of Wilts Association of Local Councils and attendance at Area Board provided early alert of any changes in laws or regulations.
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. Yes. Access to accounts advertised widely – noticeboard, Facebook, website. Nobody denied any access. 
5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required. Yes. Risks specifically addressed when insurance is reviewed in May.
6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems. Yes. Proportionate, see [1] and [2] above. 
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit. Yes.
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and, where appropriate, have included them in the accounting statements. Yes. Reviewed when agreeing accounts.






ATTACHMENT 2
Balances following Meeting.


1.  Current Account
                                                                                     Payment  Receipt Balance
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2.  Deposit Account
            Payment      Receipt     Balance
	28-Nov-25
	Interest
	
	16.63
	22840

	31-Dec-25
	Interest
	
	19.62
	22860

	30-Jan-26
	Interest
	
	17.85
	22878

	27-Feb-26
	Interest
	
	16.67
	22895








3. CIL Account
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk72490265]	
4. Commitments

LHFIG for Oxenwood Limit					-	£4000
2 new benches/tables						-	£458
Monkey Bars							-	£1600

5. Bank Balances

[bookmark: _Hlk72490400]Current Account at 19 March 26			-	£2948.22 
Deposit Account at 19 March 26		 	-	£22895
image1.emf
Balance after meeting 3961.59

23-Feb-26Playground Maintenance 700 3261.59

17-Mar-26Wilts Bagshot signs 497.67 2763.92

26-Mar-26Grant to Mayday Fair 500 2263.92

26-Mar-26Reimburse chair for website host 230.4 2033.52

26-Mar-26Reimburse chair for domain name 47.92 1985.60

Balance after meeting 1985.60
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Bal at 1 Apr 24

0

CIL Stype Grange st 1

2338.9

CIL Stype st 2

2728.72

Bal at 30 Apr 24

5067.62


