Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 19th November 2025 at 7.30pm  

Present: Mike Lockhart (Chairman), Victoria Astor, Andy Dolan, Hugo Fitzgerald, Arabella Parton, Dianah Shaw, Bill Simpson, Bob Walker 

1. Introduction 
1.1. The Chairman welcomed those present. 

2. Apologies for Absence
2.1. Sarah Samuel sent her apologies. 

3. Declaration of Interest
3.1. Hugo Fitzgerald declared a conflict of interest with respect to items 8.1 and 8.2.

4. Formal Business
4.1. None

5. Minutes of the Last Meeting
5.1. The minutes of the meetings of the Parish Council meeting of 25th September 2025 were considered. It was proposed, seconded and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.

6. Wiltshire Council Report 
6.1. Councillor Wheeler informed the meeting it was still unclear how far the application to sell the school playing fields had progressed. He agreed to inform the council of progress as it happens. He confirmed that preparations for next year’s Wiltshire Council budget were on going.

7. Wiltshire Police Report
7.1. Nothing to report. September’s Crime Report was noted (Attachment 1)

8. Matters Arising
8.1. Burying Overhead Electricity cables:  Nothing further had been heard from SSE about this. It was agreed to chase up in the new year.
8.2. Replacing stiles with gates
Dianah Shaw informed the meeting that metal kissing gates cost in the region of £450-900 plus installation costs. Fully accessible gates with an unlocking bar are more expensive but tend to become inaccessible over time as the posts of the gates shift. It will be necessary to involve the landowner at all stages as they will need to agree to take responsibility for the upkeep of the gate once it has been installed. It was agreed that the PC should investigate which stiles would be most popular to replace via the village WhatsApp and in the Parish Magazine. In addition, Charles Scott will be asked about the weighted gate on Coxes Lane which might be a more effective option for full pushchair accessibility
8.3. It was noted that signage for some bridleways was ambiguous or non-existent. It was agreed that such signs should be identified and the landowners approached.

9. Playground and surrounding area:
9.1. Victoria Astor and Siobhan Voogt informed the meeting of additional repairs needed at the playground. It was proposed seconded and agreed that:
9.1.1. Victoria Astor should be authorised to purchase two picnic tables for assembly in the Spring. The assembly should be added to the Scope of Work covered in 9.1.3 below.
9.1.2. The quote for repairs should be amended to include the additional repairs needed to the deck at the top of the slide.
9.1.3. Andy Dolan be authorised to accept the quote and scope of work provided by David Bicknell as previously circulated as amended by 9.1.1 and 9.1.2.
9.1.4. Hugo Fitzgerald reported that he added approached AVC for a quotation for new monkey bars. This had not yet been received. A further quote from a UK supplier would be obtained. This would be further discussed at the next meeting.
9.1.5. The cost of removal of the cricket nets has been quoted at £1,500. It was suggested that the Cricket Club contribute £500 towards this cost. Hugo Fitzgerald agreed to obtain a competitive quote. This would be further discussed at the next meeting. 
9.1.6. All works should be discussed with the Shalbourne Club so there is no duplication, they have confirmed that there is no overlap of works currently.
9.1.7. The Council will revisit the viability of the pirate ship once the above has been carried out.

10. Committee Reports
10.1. Planning:
10.1.1. It was noted that the Council had agreed not to respond to: PL/2025/07755; PL/2025/08354 
10.1.2. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the responses to:  PL/2025/08474; PL/2025/08568, should be as set out in Attachment 1.
10.2. Highways and Surface Water
10.2.1. The Chairman informed the meeting that the Parish Stewards would be increasingly diverted to gritting duties giving less time to village repairs. There were no works to add to the Parish Steward’s list (Attachment 2)
10.3. Local Transport
10.3.1. It was noted the school signs were still in place, but these may help with traffic calming
10.4. Neighbourhood Watch
10.4.1. It was noted that Kelly Elliot has resigned from the Neighbourhood Watch scheme. No volunteer has come forward to replace her although it was noted that the village WhatsApp group keeps villagers informed of local activity
10.5. Environmental Matters
10.5.1. Nothing to report.
10.6. Shalbourne Club.
10.6.1. It was reported that the Christmas Tree would arrive shortly and be decorated during the last weekend of November. There would be the traditional Carols on the Green on Friday 19th November with the possible addition of the brass band.
10.6.2. Bob Walker informed the meeting that a fund would be set up to encourage engagement by more village volunteers. It will partially fund individuals to partake in a charitable acts or fundraising. It will be called the Harley Pearce Award.

11. Finance
11.1. [bookmark: _Hlk72486535]It was proposed seconded and agreed that the following payments should be made:
11.1.1. Playground Safety Inspection		-	£129.60
11.1.2. Reimburse for defib consumables	-	£122.95
11.1.3. Christmas Tree for Green		-	£150
11.1.4. Churchyard maintenance		-	£900
11.2. It was noted that a payment of £370 to Wilts Council had been made between meetings. This was for uncontested election expenses.
11.3. To note balances after the above, Attachment 3.
11.4. There was a preliminary discussion on the budget. The feeling of the meeting was that there will be increased expenditure next year taking into account the accessibility programme discussed under 8.2 above and the needs of the playground. A revised budget proposal will be presented to the next meeting of the Council.	

12. Correspondence and Any Other Business 
13. Road speeds on the A338 were discussed following the recent serious accident at the Oxenwood turn. It was noted that two different school buses cross the A338 from Shalbourne twice a day. It was agreed that Dianah Shaw should contact the Highways Engineer to request the report about this accident and inform him that the PC plan to reapply for a 50mph speed limit from the Marten turnoff to the county boundary by Doves Farm buildings. In addition, Councillor Wheeler agreed to contact the cabinet member for Highways about this matter.

14. The meeting closed at 8.34pm. 

ATTACHMENT 1
PL2025/08568 – Removal of hedgerow
In order to maintain the biodiversity associated with hedgerows we ask that the applicant commit to equivalent planting elsewhere.
PL/2025/05831 – Grain Store
There is a complete absence of explanation as to why this resubmission has been made. It does not address the Parish Council’s concerns that there is ambiguity as to the use of this new building and a lack of detail in the entire submission as  more fully set out in our comments of 27 July as set out below:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk204332333]Shalbourne Parish Council objects to this Application for the reasons set out below.
2. As the Applicant points out, the existing buildings are in an AONB so particular attention should be paid to any disruption to the environment.
3. This is a speculative application; there are no identified tenants of the proposed buildings.  The Applicant’s proposed future use as commercial and/or industrial is defined in such general terms that a considered response is difficult. For this reason alone, the application should be rejected and resubmitted when the use of the buildings can be properly defined.
4. There are inconsistencies between the Application and the Design and Access Statement (the Statement). In particular the Application states that use will be B8 whereas the Statement refers to B2 and B8
5. The Application shows ‘no change’ for items such as Employment, Hours of Opening, Industrial or commercial processes. This cannot be right.  
6. It is wrong to say that the development is not visible to the public. There are two well used rights of way passing close to the site, SHAL6 and SHAL2.
7. Noise from the existing dryer can be heard in the village. There is no enforceable undertaking that this noise will not increase. A noise survey at the perimeter should be conducted. Conditions of noise should be imposed and enforced.
8. There are no undertakings with respect to light pollution from any extra flood lighting required or from nighttime working.
9. There is no mention of any limitation of hours of use if the buildings are put to commercial use.
10. There is no estimate of HGV movements to and from the A338. This road has significant problems with speeding and blind junctions within half a mile of the site entrance. It should be noted that there are no speed restrictions in this area where there have been several accidents in recent years.   




ATTACHMENT 2
Parish Steward
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ATTACHMENT 3
Balances following Meeting.


1.  Current Account
                                                                                       Payment  Receipt Balance
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2.  Deposit Account
       Payment      Receipt     Balance

	30-Sep
	Interest
	
	20.97
	22804

	31-Oct-25
	Interest
	
	19.65
	22824







3. CIL Account
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4. Commitments

LHFIG for Oxenwood Limit					-	£4000
Bagshot calming						-	£440

5. Bank Balances

Current Account at 11 November 25			-	£7,004.14
Deposit Account at 11 November 25 		 	-	£22,823.69
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activity to be completed in that area 
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against the activity to be 
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Please write the location 
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For Top Five 

Please 

Indicate 

with a 'Y'

Hand clearing and cutting of growth 

from drainage grips and drain gully 

covers

Clearing of grips along A338 as water now 

flooding down Mill Lane carrying grit with it

Clear grips on Rivar Hill

Hand clearing of blocked drainage 

gullies, grips, culverts, pipes and pits 

(unable to jet system)

Clean around all drains 

Clearing storm debris from the roads 

and footways

General debris around all drains

 

Pedestrian barriers preparation and 

painting

 

Cleaning and straightening of small 

road signs, street nameplates and 

bollards

Securing of existing small road signs, 

verge marker posts and supplied street 

name plates

 

Removal of limited graffiti from road 

signs, bollards and street nameplates

Hand cutting of grass and vegetation in 

visibility areas

Hand treatment of weeds

Hand clearance of encroaching growth 

and soils from footways

Pavement from school in both directions to be 

cleared

Y

Repair of small potholes in roads and on 

footways

Potholes at entrance to bridleway at SN8 3QH, 

Cruck House

Road generall torn up on bridge on 

Mill Lane ndear Mill House SN8 3XA

Y

Most recent items shown with yellow 

background
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Balance after Sept meeting 7374.14

16-Oct-25Wilts election expenses 370 7004.14

7004.14

19-Nov-25Playground Inspection 129.6 6874.54

19-Nov-25Reimnburse defib consum 122.95 6751.59

19-Nov-25Christmas Tree 150 6601.59

19-Nov-25Churchyard maintenance 900 5701.59

Balance after meeting 5701.59
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Bal at 1 Apr 24

0

CIL Stype Grange st 1

2338.9

CIL Stype st 2

2728.72

Bal at 30 Apr 24

5067.62


