Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 24th September 2026 at 7.30pm
Present: Hugo FitzGerald, Mike Lockhart, Arabella Parton, Bob Walker, Bill Simpson, Andy Dolan and Sarah Samuel
1. Introduction 
1.1. The Chairman welcomed those present and opened the meeting.

2. Apologies for absence
2.1. Apologies were received from Victoria Astor and Dianah Shaw.

3. Declaration of Interest
3.1. There were no declarations of interest.

4. Formal Business – None 

5. Minutes of Last Meeting
5.1 Minutes of the meetings held on 26 July 2026 and 7 September 2026 (available on website) were agreed and the Chairman of the respective meetings were authorised to sign them.

6. Wiltshire Council Report – Stuart Wheeler was not present and there was no report. 

7. Police Report – Attachment 5 to the agenda. No comment was made. 

8. Matters Arising  
8.1 Dealt with in the agenda.

9. Replacement of Stiles
Judy Haynes from Great Bedwyn Footpaths Group has offered to visit the Parish to review the stiles and footpaths. Hugo Fitzgerald will liaise with her to visit the Parish and invite her to attend the next meeting to share her observations.

10. Speed Survey on A338
10.1  Status and next steps - Dianah will attend the LHFIG meeting on 7th October and will update the Parish Council at the next meeting  

11. Playground
11.1 Monkey bars – installation date is set for 16th November 2026. Mike Lockhart said that 	there was £4,700 CIL money yet to be spent, which does have a time limit. It was agreed 	to ask Victoria Astor to identify future needs for the playground.  
11.2 Future work on playground – There will be an Annual Safety survey in September which 	may identify and provide an indication of what needs replacing and therefore 	expenditure required to support this.  

12. CIL Expenditure – This needs to be spent by the end of the financial year 2027. It was suggested that some of the money could be used to repair the footpath that runs parallel to the Winterbourne. Hugo FitzGerald and Arabella Parton are to approach the Wiltshire Council and Action For River Kent (ARK who had previously done work on the embankment) to identify future actions.  

13. Committee Reports
[bookmark: _Hlk42345000]                13.1 Planning
13.1.1. It was agreed to support the planning application for PL/2026/05591: Shalbourne Manor. It was agreed that Sarah Samuel should circulate to the Council a draft of our submission to the Wiltshire Planning Officer and, after agreement, submit it, 
13.2 Highways and surface water:  It was noted that a new Parish Steward (Kevin 
Jarman) had been appointed who would be in the village one day a month. The work list (Attachment 3 to the agenda) was considered. There was nothing to add.
13.3 Local Transport – None.
13.4 Environmental Matters – None.
13.5 Shalbourne Club Liaison. The Shalbourne Car Show, despite the weather was a success and the Parish Council wanted to express their gratitude and thanks to the Shalbourne Club for organising this event and for providing a BBQ for the volunteers. The Shalbourne Club will canvas groups in the village to see if they wish to receive some donations form the money raised.   

14. Finance
[bookmark: _Hlk72486535]         14.1 To note that the following payments, have been approved and budgeted for between meetings:
14.1.1. Monkey Bars - £467.40 was approved. 
14.2 It was noted that a late request for £301 to fund defibrillator consumables had been received. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the notice requirement be waived and the payment made.
14.2  To note balances after the above, Attachment 1.
14.3 It was noted that the following expenditure may be required before the next meeting:
14.3.1 Playground Safety inspection - £**

15. Dates for next year’s Parish Council meetings – these dates were agreed.
· 14 January, subject to timetable for setting precept 
· 25 March 
· 22 April Parish Assembly
· 20 May (Parish Council Annual Meeting)
· 22 July
· 23 September
· 25 November

16. Correspondence and Any Other Business
16.1 A planning application for Bank Cottage has been submitted and it was agreed that a separate Parish Council meeting will be arranged to discuss this as the deadline was before the next scheduled meeting.  The Chairman will send out a date and will invite the owner and architects. 
16.2 Emma Verey asked if the Parish Council would consider a further contribution of 	£1,500.00 towards the annual operational shortfall of the Church in Shalbourne.  It was 	agreed that Hugo FitzGerald will seek advice from the Wiltshire Association of Chair 	Councils in regard to the law surrounding Parish Council contributions.  The Parish 	Council do pay for the upkeep of the graveyard.  Bill Simpson also commented on the 	increase in Parish Share contribution from Shalbourne Church and will check the 	contribution currently made.  The Shalbourne Club will also discuss assistance towards 	the £1,500 in their next meeting. 
16.3 It had been suggested by many that the Christmas tree lights should be changed to 	warm white lights this year.  This will be discussed with the Shalbourne Club but it was 	noted that the lights had been bought and paid for and changing them before the end of 	their useful lives would be unfructious expenditure.
.


ATTACHMENT 1
Balances following Meeting


1.  Current Account
                                                                             			   Payment  Receipt Balance
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2.  Deposit Account
                                                                         Payment      Receipt     Balance
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3. CIL Account
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk72490265]	
4. Commitments
LHFIG for Oxenwood Limit					-	£4000
5. Bank Balances

[bookmark: _Hlk72490400]Current Account at 17 Sept 26			-	£8,747.67 
Deposit Account at 17 Sept 26		 	-	£22,992.30
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23-Jul-26Balance after the meeting 9215.07

08-Sep-26Monkey Bars inst 467.4 8747.67

24-Sep-26Defibrilator consun 301 8446.67

24-Sep-26Balance after the meeting 8446.67
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31-Jul-26Interest 16.58 22977.17

31-Aug-26Interest 14.98 22992.15
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Bal at 1 April 26

7096.34

Apr-26

Tables chairs for play area

408

Apr-26

Assembly of table etc

50

Balance

6638.34

Jun-26

Monkey Bars 

1402.2

Bal

5236.14

Sep-26

Monkey Bars 

467.4

Bal

4768.74


