Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 21st May 2026 at 7.30pm
Present: Victoria Astor, Andy Dolan, Hugo Fitzgerald, Mike Lockhart, Arabella Parton, Sarah Samuel, Dianah Shaw, Bill Simpson, Bob Walker
1. Introduction 
1.1. The Chairman welcomed those present and opened the meeting
2. Apologies for absence
2.1. None
3. Declaration of Interest
3.1. Mike Lockhart declared an interest in item 14.2.2
3.2. Hugo Fitzgerald declared an interest in item 9
4. Formal Business
4.1. The election of:
4.1.1. Chair – Hugo Fitzgerald was proposed, seconded and agreed as Chair
4.1.2. Deputy Chair – Bob Walker was proposed,  seconded and agreed as Deputy Chair
4.1.3. Responsible Financial Officer – Bob Walker was proposed, seconded and agreed as Responsible Financial Office
4.2. Adoption of:
4.2.1. Code of Conduct (previously circulated and available on website) – this was proposed, seconded and agreed
4.2.2. Transparency Code previously circulated and available on website)  - this was proposed, seconded and agreed
4.2.3. Data Protection Policy previously circulated and available on website)  - this was proposed, seconded and agreed
5. Minutes of Last Meeting
5.1. Minutes of the meeting held on 26 March 2026 were considered. It was proposed, seconded and agreed by the Council that the Chair be authorised to sign them
6. Wiltshire Council Report
6.1. There was no report
7. Police report
7.1. There was no report
8. Matters arising
8.1. Dealt with below
9. Replacement of Stiles
9.1. It was agreed that the first stile to be replaced should be the stile owned by Hugo Fitzgerald near Candlesticks field and where the Davies’ goats are kept. Bill Simpson and Hugo Fitzgerald agreed to meet at the stile and discuss next steps
9.2. The PC thanked the village for their response to the Whatsapp survey and continue to welcome suggestions for other stiles to be replaced with kissing gates.
10. Speed Survey on A338
10.1. Dianah Shaw informed the meeting that the LHFIG had agreed that a speed survey should be conducted on the A338 between the turning to Marten and the county border by the Doves Farm buildings. The PC will contribute 40% of the costs. The cost to the PC is estimated to be £1,500
11. Playground
11.1. Hugo Fitzgerald confirmed that the monkey bars had been ordered and would be delivered soon
12. Committee Reports
12.1. Planning
12.1.1. It was noted that the Council had agreed not to respond to: PL/2026/02265; PL2026/02596; PL/2026/02398.
12.1.2.  It was proposed seconded and agreed the Council should support PL/2026/02567.
12.2. Highways and Surface Water
12.2.1. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Dianah Shaw should continue to be responsible for Highways and that Victoria Astor should be responsible for Surface water and the list for the Parish Steward
12.2.2. It was noted that the Parish Steward had resigned and a replacement was being sought
12.3. Local Transport
12.3.1. Nothing to report
12.4. Environmental Matters
12.4.1. Nothing to report
12.5. Shalbourne Club Liaison
12.5.1. It was noted that the May Day Fair had been a great success with takings from the bar and BBQ were 40% higher than last year.
12.5.2. Preparations for the Classic Car Show were going well with 160 entrants so far
12.5.3. The Shalbourne vs Ham cricket match will be held on 24th May.
13. Insurance
13.1. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the insurance (on terms previously circulated should be renewed for another 3 years. It was noted that as there was significant overlap with Shalbourne Club activities, insurance policies for both entities should be with the same insurance company
14. Finance
14.1.	It was noted that the following payments, anticipated and budgeted for, have been made between meetings:
14.1.1.	Playground tables 		-	£408
14.1.2.	Assembly of tables		-	£50
14.2.	It was proposed seconded and agreed that the following payments should be made:
14.2.1.	WALC subscription		-	£254.44
14.2.2.	IC Registration, reimburse ML	-	£52
14.2.3.	Community First		-	£40
14.2.4.	Insurance			-	£295.79(depending on duration)
14.2.5.	Parish Assembly refreshments	-	£392.40 
14.3.	To note balances after the above, Attachment 1.
15. 	Approval of Accounts and Audit Return for Year Ending 31 March 2026
15.1.	 It was proposed seconded and unanimously agreed that the accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Report, AGAR, (previously circulated and available on website) together with the Annual Statement and Reconciliation, Attachment 5 to the agenda, be approved.
15.2.	It was proposed seconded and unanimously agreed that the accounting statements and the request for a Certificate of Exemption available to smaller councils (previously circulated and available on website) be approved.
15.3.	It was proposed seconded and unanimously agreed that that:
a)	The Responsible Financial Officer should be authorized to sign the Certificate of Exemption.
b)	The accounts and pages 5 and 6 Annual Governance and Accountability form should be signed by the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer.
c)	The Responsible Financial Officer should sign the notice setting out the times when the record of accounts can be inspected.
16 Any Other Business
	16.1.	It was noted that the verges by the A338 and Carvers Hill were overgrown but that various individuals will cut the grass when they can.
	16.2.	It was noted that Nick Shaw Hardy was retiring as internal auditor so a new one will need to be found for next year. The PC thanked Nick for his many years of help with the accounts and wished him a happy retirement.

The meeting ended at 20.09. The next meeting will be on 23rd July. 

ATTACHMENT 1
Balances following Meeting.


1.  Current Account
                                                                              	Payment  Receipt Balance
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2.  Deposit Account
                                                                         		Payment      Receipt     Balance
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3. CIL Account
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk72490265]	
4. Commitments

LHFIG for Oxenwood Limit					-	£4000
Monkey Bars							-	£1558 + VAT 

5. Bank Balances

[bookmark: _Hlk72490400]Current Account at 15 May 26			-	£11990 
Deposit Account at 15 May 26		 	-	£22928
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31-Mar-26Opening balance 2169.90

17-Apr-26Precept 10000 12169.90

01-Apr-26Tables for play area 408 11761.90

01-Apr-26Assembly of tables 50 11711.90

21-May-26WALC 254.44 11457.46

21-May-26

Reimburse Chman for IC 

registration 52 11405.46

21-May-26Community first 40 11365.46

21-May-26Insurance 295.79 11069.67

21-May-26Refreshmnts Assembly 392.4 10677.27

21-May-26Balance after the meeting 10677.27
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31-Mar-26Opening Balance 22912.00

30-Apr-26Interest 16.01 22928.01
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01-Apr-25

Balance

7796.34

Refurb of play area

700

Bal at 1 April 26

7096.34

Apr-26

Tables chairs for play area

408

Apr-26

Assembly

50

Balance

6638.34


