IN MEMORIAM 1914-18
Our Soldiers in WW1

The story of those who gave their lives in the Great War and whose names are
commemorated on the War Memorial outside the church of St Michael and All Angels,
Shalbourne
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WILLIAM FREDRICK BIGNELL
ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY

“D” Battery 5" Brigade, RANK: Gunner
Service Number: 245080

Died 7/11/1918, Age 25

William Fredrick Bignell died of his wounds and is buried at the Tourgeville Military
Cemetery, Calvados. The inscription on his headstone reads “Peace Perfect Peace”.
Tourgeville is close to the town of Deauville and just south of Le Havre.

William was born in 1893 to Thomas and Rose Bignell, the eldest of 3 children with two
younger sisters. William is recorded in the 1911 census as being a farm labourer and living
at Bagshot Oak, Shalbourne. However later records show his place of residence and
enlistment as Pentre, Glamorgan.

His duty location is recorded as France and Flanders, although the Royal Field Artillery also
saw action in such places as Serbia, Egypt and Iraq.

Given the information available it is likely William was entitled to the Victory Medal and the
1914 Star together with the British War Medal. These three medals were often referred to as
Pip, Squeak and Wilfred.

Sarah Davies



ALBERT BROADWAY
Private, 1st 4™ Territorial Force Battalion, Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire) Regiment

Died 21.12.18 Age 37

Albert died in Egypt and is buried at the Kantara War Memorial cemetery on the eastern side
of the Suez Canal, 160 miles north-east of Cairo.

Kantara marked the starting point of the new railway east towards Sinai and Palestine and
developed into a major base and hospital centre.

Albert’s battalion was involved in the Sinai and Palestine Campaign which was fought
between the British and the Turks, who were supported by the Germans.

The campaign was triggered by an Ottoman attempt to raid the Suez Canal in 1915 and
ended with the Armistice of Mudros in 1918 which resulted in the surrender of Ottoman Syria
and Palestine.

1918 saw the 15 4™ Battalion involved in operations in and around Jerusalem, including five
months on the front line at Rafat and Berukin where the enemy was ably assisted by the dirt
and flies.

In September the 15! 4™ took part in the assault on Al Tireh village as the lead battalion. In
this final attack of the war they successfully captured the village but lost their Commanding
Officer plus three other officers, sixteen men and suffered sixty-seven wounded.

In December, the battalion moved to Kantara and it is very likely Albert was one of the sixty
seven wounded and that he died of his wounds in the hospital centre.

Albert was born in 1881 in Burbage. The 1891 census shows Albert aged 10 living in Great
Bedwyn with his father William and mother Hannah and his three sisters and two brothers.

By 1911 Albert was 30 years old and living with his wife Matilda, aged 25, and her family in
Shalbourne and working as a gamekeeper.

Records show that his enlistment centre was in Newbury and his pension papers indicate
that he served the full course of the war until this final assault of the war in Palestine.

It appears that Matilda never remarried and in 1935, at the age of 49, she was living in
Hungerford.

Sarah Davies



PERCY WILLIAM HATTON

Princess Charlotte of Wales Royal Berkshire Regiment, 7" Battalion
Died 24/04/1917, Age 17

RANK: Private

Service Number: 19713

Percy William Hatton was killed in action and is commemorated at the Doiran Memorial,
Greece. The Memorial is situated to the north of Thessaloniki and is located on the site
where fierce fighting took place during the long Salonika campaign which began in October
1915 and lasted until 1918. The 7" Battalion joined the 78" Brigade in 1917 and moved to
Salonika to fight the Bulgarian army on the Macedonian Front in the battles of Horseshoe Hill
and Doiran.

The First Battle of Doiran (there were three in total) began on the night of 22 April 1917, with
the British infantry beginning their attack two days later on 24 April. Sadly, it therefore
appears as though Percy was killed during the first night of infantry action.

However, from information researched, it seems as though the 7" Royal Berkshires were
successful in their objective of taking trenches on the northern slopes of Jumeaux Ravine.

The battle incorporated a bitter four-day artillery barrage on Bulgarian defences in which the
British fired 100,000 shells. This battle lasted until 9 May by which time 12,000 British
soldiers were either killed, wounded or captured.

Percy was born in 1900 to William and Maggie Hatton, the eldest of 3 children with a
younger brother and sister. Percy’s mother was from Essex where Percy was born but it
appears as though the family moved to Shalbourne during Percy’s first few years. The 1911
census shows Percy as being at school and his father who was born in Upper Lambourn
working as a baker. The family is later recorded as living at 25 Cross Roads, Shalbourne.

Percy was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal.
Erica Barker and Sarah Davies



JOHN STRATTON HAYWARD
Temp 2™ Lieutenant, Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire Regiment)
Died 7 July 1916 Age 32.

Image from the online collection of the Imperial War Museum, © IWM

John Stratton Hayward was killed in action and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial
which overlooks the river Somme.

At the start of 1916 the 15! Battalion were in reserve at Papot. They remained there for three
months and then travelled south, spending three weeks near St Pol. After relieving the
French army at Vimy Ridge, they spent two months engaged in trench warfare near La
Targette which resulted in 82 casualties.

The battle of the Somme commenced on the 1 July 1916 and John’s battalion moved into
the Somme area on 1 July, although they did not go into action at Thiepval until the 4™ —
three days before John was Killed.

More than 3 million men fought in the battle of the Somme and 1 million were wounded or
killed, making it one of the bloodiest battles in human history.

John was born to Thomas and Amelia Sophia Hayward of Tidcombe Manor and was
baptised in Tidcombe in October 1883*. His siblings comprised of two brothers and two
sisters. Thomas, John'’s father, is recorded as a landowner and farmer.

Records show that John spent one year at Hurstpierpoint school in Sussex from the age of
16. Sadly, this school alone lost 108 boys and 4 staff during the First World War.

In 1911, John, aged 27, was unmarried and living as a lodger with the Marfitt family in
Southsea and was studying motor engineering in Portsmouth.

*John’s military and census records indicate that he died aged 32, however confusingly his
baptism certificate supports an age of 33/4.

Sarah Davies



ALFRED SANDELL
Gunner, Service Number: 198386, Royal Field Artillery, “D” Battery 150" Brigade.
Died 30/08/1917, Age 20.

Alfred Sandell died of his wounds and is buried at the Potijze Chateau Grounds Cemetery at
Ypres, southwest of Dunkirk in Belgium. The inscription on his headstone reads “Until the
Day Dawns”.

For almost the entire period of the First World War, the village of Potijze, just outside Ypres,
was held by Commonwealth forces and stood directly behind the Allied trenches and well
within range of the German guns. It was here that the soldiers entered the communication
and support trenches that led to the front-line.

Potijze Chateau, an impressive country house, remarkably remained intact throughout the
entire period of the First World War and the ground floor was used as an Advance Dressing
Station whilst the first floor, commanding views of the German lines, served as an
Observation Post.

The third battle of Ypres (also known as Passchendaele) where Alfred’s brigade was
stationed became infamous not only for the casualties but also for the mud. Constant
shelling had churned the clay soil and smashed the drainage systems. Within a few days,
the heaviest rain for 30 years had turned the soil into a quagmire, clogging rifles and
immobilising tanks. It eventually became so deep that men and horses drowned in it.

The Battle of Passchendaele had taken 3 months with 325,000 Allied and 260,000 German
casualties to do little more than gain negotiable Allied land in the area.

Alfred was born in 1897 in Hungerford, the youngest, to Thomas and Ellen Sandell. Itis
recorded that Thomas Sandell was the owner of Stubwood Farm, now known as Prosperous
Home Farm. Thomas was born in Oxfordshire, however his wife Ellen was from County
Louth to the north of Dublin and Alfred’s elder siblings were all born in Ireland.

Although Stubwood is in the Rural District of Hungerford, the parish churches of Shalbourne
and Ham would have been the closest and easiest churches to attend, as indeed they are
today.

It is interesting that Alfred’s father was able to progress to ownership of Stubwood Farm as
it appears he came from a family of agricultural labourers and in the 1911 census Alfred is
recorded as “looking after poultry”.

Sarah Davies and Erica Barker



JOHN ARTHUR TANNER CB CMG DSO
Brigadier General, Royal Engineers, VIl Corp
Died: 23/07/1917, Age 59

John Arthur Tanner died of his wounds after being hit by a shell close to the village of
Wancourt while on his way to inspect defences at Cavalry Farm near Arras.

The Battle of Arras took place between 9 April and 16 June 1917. From October 1916 the
Royal Engineers had been working underground constructing tunnels for troops and supplies
so that they could remain unseen. Working with other Commonwealth Engineering Units,
around 20km of tunnels were provided and, just before the assault, it concealed some
24,000 men with kitchens, latrines, a medical centre and an operating theatre. Assault
tunnels were also dug stopping just yards short of the German line. By the end of the battle,
Cavalry Farm had become part of the new British frontline. John is buried at Bucquoy Road
Cemetery at Ficheux, which is 9 km south of Arras and south east of Boulogne-sur-Mer.

The gravestone inscription, as chosen by his wife, says “Their name liveth forever”.

John was born in 1858 to John and Marian Tanner, the eldest of 5 sons, at Tidcombe Farm
and christened in Tidcombe Church. His father was a farmer of 780 acres and employed 20
men, 7 women and 7 boys and was described as a “Gentleman” in the baptism register. His
mother died in 1865 and is buried at Tidcombe. John married Helen Gladys Murdoch, 25
years his junior.

John was awarded the Companion of the Order of the Bath in the 1911 Coronation Honours
of King George V which stated that he was a Staff Officer 15 Grade India. He was also
awarded the Companion of St Michael and St George in the 1916 Birthday Honours List and
by this time he had also received the Distinguished Service Order. John was awarded the
1914/1915 Star, Victory Medal and the British War Medal, commonly known as Pip, Squeak
and Wilfred. These medals were not issued until 1920. Pip, Squeak and Wilfred was a
cartoon published in the Daily Mirror about a dog, a penguin and a rabbit.

Erica Barker and Sarah Davies



GEORGE TUTTLE

Private, 8" Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment. Died 5 January 1917, age 27.

George David Tuttle died in Shalbourne on 5 January 1917 having been discharged from the
army on 15 January 1916. He is buried in St Michael and All Angels churchyard,
Shalbourne.

The 8" Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment was a Kitchener Battalion, raised at Reading in
September 1914. They underwent training on Salisbury Plain and returned to Reading in
November 1914. The Battalion then moved to Sutton Veny in May 1915 and proceeded to
France on 8 August 1915, landing in Le Havre to join 15! Brigade, 1%t Division who had
suffered heavy casualties in the first year of the war. They served in France and Flanders
taking part in many major battles, including Loos in late 1915 and then the Somme in 1916.
As George was discharged in 1916, it is highly likely that he was injured in the Somme.

THOMAS TUTTLE
Private, 6" Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment. Died 17 February 1917, age 29.

The coldest winter of the war was coming to an end on the Somme front, where
temperatures had dropped to minus 20. On the 17 February, the day Thomas died, the 6%
Battalion saw action at the Battle of Boom Ravine.

Thomas is commemorated on the Thiepval memorial which is situated on high ground
overlooking the Somme river where some of the heaviest fighting of the First World War took
place. This memorial commemorates more than 72,000 British and South African soldiers
who died on the Somme and have no known grave.

George (born 1889) and Thomas (born 1888) lived in Shalbourne with their parents, Thomas
and Mary Jane Tuttle. The 1901 census records the family living in New Field, Shalbourne.
They had two younger sisters and a brother.

The 1911 census records George living with his family in Ropewind, Shalbourne, and
working as a farm labourer. Thomas however is recorded in the 1911 census as aged 24
and serving in India with the 2" Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment. It was very common
to sign up at the age of 18 and be attached to the regiment for 7 years before returning to
civilian life where for the next 5 years he could be called up at any time.

It is particularly poignant and moving that the two brothers died within weeks of each other,
despite being so far apart.

Sarah Davies



SIDNEY JOHN WATERS

Private; Service Number: 32268; Medals: British War Medal and Victory Medal. 16"
(Devonshire Yeomanry) Battalion

Died 03.09.18, Aged 18

Sidney died of his wounds and is buried at Dernancourt Communal Cemetery Extension
which is just a few miles north east of Amiens in Northern France. He enlisted in
Marlborough.

He was born in 1900 to George and Ruth Waters and was the youngest of four sons. He
also had two sisters, one older and one younger. When Sidney was one, his parents George
(born in Bedwyn), Ruth (born in Hungerford) and their five children were living with her
father, George Davies, at Marsh Gate Cottage in Hungerford. By 1911 the family were living
in Ham. George was a senior carter and Sidney’s eldest brother, Henry, was a traction
engine driver while his other two brothers, Charles and William, were under-carters and
Sidney was still at school.

Sidney’s war efforts were relatively short as the war diaries show that the 16™ Battalion
travelled by HMT Leasowe Castle to Marseilles arriving on 7 May 1918. The Battalion then
travelled by train to Noyelles near the Somme. Just 20 days later the Leasowe Castle was
torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine with the loss of 93 lives.

For the next few weeks most days were spent drill training but, by 26 June, the 16" were in
the line at Norrent-Fontes, south of Calais where they managed to repulse a German

raid. Following up the retreating Germans, they advanced two miles in two days. During the
heady advances of the last hundred days of the War, the 16" Devonshire saw fierce actions
at Moislains, Ronssoy and Epehy.

On the 2 September, the day before Sidney died, the 16™ Batallion was involved in the 2™
Battle of Bapaume at Moislains which forced the German army to abandon all territory they
had gained earlier in 1918. Unfortunately, despite making good ground, they suddenly
found themselves under heavy machine-gun fire from front and rear and were forced to
retreat to their original start line at the cost of considerable casualties.

Sidney’s mother, Ruth, was paid a War Gratuity of £6.18s.7d which is thought to equate in
today’s terms with inflation to £457. By comparison, Sidney’s brother, Daniel was medically
discharged from the Royal Berkshire Regiment after receiving gunshot wounds to his arm
and head at Loos for which he received a one off payment of £41. 5s equivalent to
approximately £1489 today.

Sarah Davies and Erika Barker
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