Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 7.30pm in the Shalbourne Village Hall
Present: Andy Dolan, Sarah Samuel, Dianah Shaw
1. Introduction 
1.1. Dianah Shaw, in the absence of the Chairman, welcomed those present and opened the meeting.
2. Apologies for absence
2.1. Victoria Astor, Hugo Fitzgerald, Mike Lockhart, Arabella Parton, Bill Simpson, Bob Walker.
3. Declaration of Interest
3.1. None.
4. Formal Business
4.1. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Dianah Shaw should chair this meeting in the absence of the Chair and Deputy Chair.
5. Minutes of Last Meeting
5.1. Minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2026 were considered. It was proposed, seconded and agreed by the Council that the Chair be authorised to sign them.
6. Wiltshire Council Report
6.1. Stuart Wheeler reported that the next Area Board Meeting would be on 2nd November 2026.  It was also noted that there is currently £11,600 remaining in the Community Fund; £12,000 in the Young People Fund and £7,500 in the Old and Vulnerable Fund.
6.2. It was noted that the LHFIG budget is to remain as it is and that the proposed Speed Survey on the A338 is still on their agenda.
6.3. It was noted that a trial booking system for recycling centres in Devizes and Melksham has been introduced but there is not yet one planned for Marlborough.
6.4. It was noted that the pothole repair budget has been cut.


7. Police report
7.1. There was no report. The crime report was noted.

8. Matters arising
8.1. Dealt with below.

9. Replacement of Stiles
9.1. A report provided by Bill Simpson in his absence noted that the Parish Council has approved the principle of funding new pedestrian gates to improve access to footpaths where existing stiles are difficult to use. The Chairman and Bill Simpson have visited the footpaths by Field House off Kingston Road where 2 old stiles have been replaced with suitable pedestrian gates. Other stiles along the footpath to Kew Gardens Ham Road are potential examples where new gates would be an improvement to public access, along with others within the Parish. The Council is to contact the landowners. 
9.2. There have been reports of other footpaths being ploughed up and no suitable path surface left in situ.
9.3. The Council has sought comments about the subject of stiles on footpaths and going forwards would welcome any other comments/observations. 

10. Speed Survey on A338
10.1. As noted above, the LHFIG budget has not been cut and the Speed Survey on the A338 is still going ahead at some point.  This news was very much welcomed by the Parish Council.  As previously noted, the PC will contribute 40% of the costs. The cost to the PC is estimated to be £1,500.

11. Playground
11.1. It was noted that the Monkey Bars had been paid for and an install was due mid-August.  The Parish Council would like to extend their thanks to Victoria and Hugo for spearheading the latest improvement to the Playground.

12. Committee Reports
12.1. Planning
12.1.1. It was noted that the Council had agreed, between meetings, not to respond to: PL/2026/03592 (27 Oxenwood – garage conversion); PL/2026/03727 (Shalbourne Manor – felling of 3 x whitebeam trees).
12.1.2. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Council would not respond to PL/2025/09710 (Ivy House roof lights and rotten sash).
12.1.3. It was proposed seconded and agreed the Council should support PL/2026/04102 (Downs Cottage).
12.2. Highways and Surface Water
12.2.1. The list was considered and it was agreed that there were no additional items to be added.
12.2.2. It was noted that a new Parish Steward has been appointed.  And whilst clearing grips and gullies has been on the list of works for them to do, he has confirmed that this is not part of their remit.
12.3. Local Transport
12.3.1. Noted that Wiltshire Connect was receiving very positive feedback.
12.4. Environmental Matters
12.4.1. Nothing to report.
12.5. Shalbourne Club Liaison
12.5.1. A report provided by Bob Walker for Shalbourne Club in his absence noted that organisation for the Car Show is well underway, and approximately 400 classic cars are anticipated and if all goes well the funds raised will benefit all local charities and activities.

13. Finance
13.1. It was noted that the following payment had been made between meetings:
13.1.1. Monkey Bars - £1402
13.2. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the following payment should be made:
13.2.1. CPRE Subscription	- £60
13.3. The balances after the above transactions, Attachment 1, were noted. 

14. Any Other Business
None.

The meeting ended at 19.55 The next meeting will be on 24th September 2026.







ATTACHMENT 1
Balances following Meeting.



1.  Current Account
                                                                              Payment  Receipt Balance

 
	
	Balance after the meeting
	
	
	10677.27

	23-Jun-26
	Monkey Bars
	1402.2
	
	9275.07

	23-Jul-26
	CPRE
	60
	
	9215.07

	
	Balance after the meeting
	
	
	9215.07








2.  Deposit Account
                                                                         Payment      Receipt     Balance
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3. CIL Account
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk72490265]	
4. Commitments

LHFIG for Oxenwood Limit					-	£4000

5. Bank Balances

[bookmark: _Hlk72490400]Current Account at 14 July 26			-	£9275.07 
Deposit Account at 14 July 26		 	-	£22960.74
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31-Mar-26Opening Balance 22912.00

30-Apr-26Interest 16.01 22928.01

29-May-26Interest 15.48 22943.49

30-Jun-26Interest 17.1 22960.59
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01-Apr-25

Balance

7796.34

Refurb of play area

700

Bal at 1 April 26

7096.34

Apr-26

Tables chairs for play area

408

Apr-26

Assembly of table etc

50

Balance

6638.34

Jun-26

Monkey Bars 

1402.2

Bal

5236.14


