Minutes of Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 25th September 2025 at 7.30pm  

Present: Mike Lockhart (Chairman), Victoria Astor, Andy Dolan, Hugo Fitzgerald, Arabella Parton, Sarah Samuels, Dianah Shaw, Bill Simpson, Bob Walker 

1. Introduction 
The Chairman welcomed those present. 

2. Apologies for Absence
Not applicable

3. Declaration of Interest
 Hugo Fitzgerald declared a conflict of interest with respect to items 8.1 and 8.3.

4. Formal Business
None

5. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the meetings of the Parish Council meeting of 24th July were considered. It was proposed, seconded and agreed by the Council that the Chairman be authorised to sign them.

6. Wiltshire Council Report 
Councillor Wheeler informed the meeting it was unclear how far the application to sell the school playing fields had progressed. He agreed to inform the council of progress as it happens.

7. Wiltshire Police Report
The quarterly Police report Attachment 1, to the agenda was noted. The Chairman noted that those involved had remarked upon how proactive and co-operative the police have been with dealing with recent village incidents and asked Councillor Wheeler to pass this appreciation on to the relevant authorities. It was noted that there had been fewer speed checks in the Pewsey Vale area.

8. Matters Arising
Dealt with elsewhere
8.1. Burying Overhead Electricity cables: It was agreed that the Chairman would apply to have the cables in the field next to Coxes Lane buried
8.2.  Playground and surrounding area:
Victoria Astor informed the meeting of several needs for repair and replacement to the playground, including replacing the pigeon proofing on the swings, mending the pirate ship, the entrance gate and pressure washing slippery surfaces. It was agreed that:
8.2.1.   Victoria Astor would investigate a replacement for the bench and the possibility of a picnic table with a view to the Council funding its purchase. 
8.2.2. Hugo Fitzgerald  would obtain a quote for the installation of some monkey bars.
8.2.3.  Mike Lockhart would contact the Cricket Club and request  that the disused cricket nets  be removed.
8.2.4.  Andy Dolan should find a handyman to carry out the general refurbishment of the play area as identified above.
8.2.5. The Council would revisit the viability of the pirate ship once the above had been carried out.
8.3. Replacing stiles with gates:  Dianah Shaw agreed to explore the possibility of partly subsidising the improvement of footpath access by replacing stiles with metal kissing gates. It was noted that whilst the PC might make a contribution to the cost of the gates, the Pewsey Area Board would pay for the gates, helped by Government funding and the landowner would finance installation.
8.4. School Playing Fields: The Chairman informed the meeting that when a playing field is decommissioned some of the proceeds need to be given back to the village and he agreed to monitor this. Councillor Wheeler notes that it might be appropriate to apply for a community asset transfer. It was agreed that the council should investigate and invite ideas as to how the grounds might be used to benefit the village. 

9. Committee Reports
9.1. Planning:
9.1.1. It was noted that the Council had agreed not to respond to: PL/2025/06084; PL/2025/05450; PL/2025/07162. 
9.1.2. PL/2025/05042; It was proposed seconded and agreed to reiterate the Council’s support for this application
PL/2025/07122, PL/2025/07234: It was proposed, seconded and agreed not to comment on these.
9.2. Rights of Way
9.2.1. Nothing to report
9.3. Highways and Surface Water
9.3.1. It was agreed to add gully cleaning to the Parish Steward’s list. It was agreed to investigate clearing the ditch behind the Green. Bob Walker agreed to discuss with Bollands
9.4. Local Transport
It was noted the school signs were still in place, but these may help with traffic calming
9.5. Neighbourhood Watch
It was noted that Kelly Elliot is resigning  from the Neighbourhood Watch scheme and had invited potential replacements to contact her.
9.6. Environmental Matters
Nothing to report.
9.7. Shalbourne Club.
It was reported that the Classic Car Show was a great success with about £13,000 raised for the upkeep of the pavilion and playing fields. Amounts would also be distributed to village good causes. Bob Walker noted that thank you drinks and burgers would be available in the Plough on 26th September to thank volunteers

10. Finance
10.1. [bookmark: _Hlk72486535]It was proposed, seconded and agreed to make the following payment:
10.1.1. Refreshments for Parish Assembly	-	£290.00
10.2. The balances after the above, Attachment 1, were noted.	

11. Correspondence and Any Other Business 
Councillor Wheeler noted that Wiltshire Council were undertaking  a Governance Review. He advised the council that completing a parish survey would be a helpful exercise to understand future needs – e.g. are there the right  number of councillors, are the parish boundaries correct etc.? The Chairman  undertook to complete the survey

The meeting closed at 8.28pm. 


ATTACHMENT 1
Balances after the Meeting

1.  Current Account
                                                                                


	
	Balance after July Meeting
	
	
	7664.14

	25-Sep-25
	Refreshments for Parish Assembly
	290
	
	7374.14

	
	Balance after meeting
	
	
	7374.14







2.  Deposit Account
       Payment      Receipt     Balance

	30-Jun-25
	Interest
	
	21.23
	22743.46

	31-Jul
	Interest
	
	20.78
	22764.24

	29-Aug
	Interest
	
	18.99
	22783.23

	
	
	
	
	







3. CIL Account
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk72490265]	
4. Commitments

LHFIG for Oxenwood Limit					-	£4000
Bagshot calming						-	£440

5. Bank Balances

[bookmark: _Hlk72490400]Current Account at 19 September 25			-	£7,664.14
Deposit Account at 19 September 25 		 	-	£22,783.07
image1.emf
Bal at 1 Apr 24

0

CIL Stype Grange st 1

2338.9

CIL Stype st 2

2728.72

Bal at 30 Apr 24

5067.62


